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O ADVERTISING is good that leads you fi- 
nally to wish you had never answered. jt. But 
there is much good advertising that you wish you 
had answered,— and now you cannot remember the 
address! Why not answer when you first see a good 
advertisement in any careful periodical ? 




















Fallow Fields 


By Grace Hamilton 


SAW a fallow field low-lying 
And over it a stray bird flying, 
An evening sky with light slow-dying, 
While cold winds mocked the echoes, crying: 
‘‘ The field stands waiting, yellow, 
For storm and sun to mellow.” 


I saw a heart bowed down with sorrow 
Weep bitter tears that could not borrow 
Surcease, nor see beneath the harrow 
The unblown roses of to-morrow : 

“ Thou hast been plowed to-day,” 

I heard a low voice say. 


O field, lie still and rest, 
The plowman knoweth best 
O heart, be still and know 
Peace is Pain’s afterglow. 








Reparation Bills 

Men can decide or alter the reparation they may 
make for injury done to one another. After the war 
the allied nations decided what reparation Germany 
should make for the injury she had done, deciding 
also the terms of such reparation. Last month dis- 
patches from Europe stated that the -Reparations 
Commission had decided to relieve the German 
financial crisis by reducing the monthly instalment 
of fifty miflion gold marks to thirty-two million gold 
marks. In the warfare of man’s sin against God, 
the necessary reparation was decided by God before 


Nehemiah 8 : 1-18 


- the foundation of the world, and God never reduces 


his reparation bill. He could not do so and be a 


righteous God. Nor could it be paid by instalments. . 


e entire amount has to be paid at one time; and 
this God’s Son did “once for all, when he offered -up 
himself.”. “The wages of sin is death; and the only 
reparation for death is life,—a sinless life. God 
could not lessen that reparation and save the life 
of a single lost sinner. His only Son paid the 
entire bill for the sins of all the world. One of 
the speakers at the Stony Brook Victorious Life 
Conference asked the question, “Have you accepted 


- your receipted bill from God?” 


x 
When We Are Late 


God never retaliates. When we fail him, he does 
not fail us. If we are unloving toward him, he is 
never unloving toward us. ““If we are faithless, he 
abideth faithful; for he cannot deny himself” (2 
Tim. 2:13). This truth, which is the heart of 
grace, was shown forth wonderfully in our Lord 
when he was actually hanging in death-agony on 
the cross. A sinner, who had lived in enmity against 
God and Christ —for that is the attitude of all sin 
—turned in that eleventh hour to the Christ whom 
he had been against, and asked for his favor. As 
some one has well said, the dying thief was late in- 
deed in asking Christ’s forgiveness; but Christ was 
prompt and swift in answering. For “he said unto 

im, Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be 
with me in Paradise.” Our lateness never makes 
God late. And when we really turn to God it is mever 


a 
Does God or Man Know More? 


It is foolish to ask the question that heads this 
paragraph. Yet many to-day who would, of course, 
condemn the folly of the question are unconsciously 
assuming that man knows more than God. They 
are those who reject the authority of the Bible in 
favor of the so-ealled “Christian consciousness” of 
men. If one’s “Christian Consciousness” differs with 
a statement found in the Bible, so mueh the worse 
for the Bible. Such men bring the Bible to the test 
of their own consciousness, instead of submitting 


~~ 


their own consciousness to the test of the Bible. A 
keen-visioned seminary professor said recently, in 
comment on this characteristic of Modernism: “The 
Christian consciousness becomes wo standard at all 
because it is every man’s standard. You make the 
Bible dig its own grave.” As another has said, there 
is a higher criticism than the Higher Criticism, The 
latter is man epeeing the Bible; but God says that 
“the word of God is living, and active, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to 
the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints 
and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and 
intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). The Greek for 
the word “discern” here is “criticise.” Thus God 
says that his own Word is the infallible Critic of 
man; and this is the Highest Criticism. The cleav- 
age within the professing Christian church that is 
so distressingly manifest in every direction to-day is 
just here, dividing those who accept or reject the 
supreme authority of the Word of God. May we, in 
this cleavage, be found on the side of God and his 
perfect Word! 
at 


Modernism’s Loss 


No one can live without believing. Physical life 
is wholly dependent, for its continuance, upon belief: 
we must believe that food and sleep and other bodily 
necessities are vital before we take them and use 
them and thus live. So of the spiritual life. Un- 
belief paralyzes or prevents it. An honest Modernist, 
who sees no reason for insisting upon belief in the 
full inspiration of God’s Word and in similar doc- 
trines as essential -to. the- nermal Christian life, .re- 
cently expréssed his regret at the “apparent decline 
of Christian experietice among young people,” and 
the “need of more Christian experience myself.” 
Yet it did not occur to him that the unbelief which 
he assures himself and others is an unimportant mat- 
ter is the inevitable cause of this decline and lack. 
We cannot have what God’s Word offers us while 
we doubt or deny God’s Word. “Christian experi- 
ence” is simply the life more abundant in Christ 
Jesus, which is offered exclusively upon the condition 
of whole-hearted trust in God. If we find ourselves 
poverty-stricken in our Christian experience, shall 
we not hear our Lord himself saying to us, “O fool- 
ish men, and slow of heart to believe in al/ that 
the prophets have spoken!” 
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How She Found Christ 


church. It was the “right” thing to do; she 
had been born and brought up in a church-go- 
ing family; the girls in her Sunday-school class were 
doing the same thing, so with several others she 
was received one Sunday into church membership. 


Se was fifteen years old when she joined the 


The usual questions were asked of these young peo-. 


ple by the pastor and church officers who examined 
them, and the usual answers were given. One boy 
gave such unusually clear answers that the older 
people were impressed; but. to the rest of the group, 
especially this girl, the experience meant little. 

No one took the trouble to explain to her all that 
it ought to mean and might mean. .No one told 
her that this step, in God’s plans, means passing 
from death into life. No one showed. her what she 
must now do to maintain a healthy Christian life, 
by Bible study, and prayer, and service. She was 
told, indeed, that in joining the church she was prom- 
ising to give it her whole-hearted support, and must 
now attend its services more regularly. But that 
any real change had occurred, or ought to occur in her 
way of living, was not suggested. She had been 
fond of shows, — theater and movies,—and she kept 
right on going. She had never danced; but a few 
months later she learned to dance and entered into 
that with zest and enjoyment. 

And so she lived along as do the great majority of 
young people in our best American homes: not only 
in the world but of the world. She went with the 
tide, not against it. She went in for the “good times” 
that she saw others all about her having. Her self- 
respect and family training and environment kept 
her from the excesses that are tragically demoraliz- 
ing the younger generation of these days. But of 


the supernatural Christian life she knew nothing. 
After some schooling she went into business, worked 
hard, studied in night schools, and moved up as a 
business girl. 

Yet all the time —and here is where the mystery 
of God’s sovereign grace was working—she felt 
that she was missing something out of her life. 
Some seed had been sown there, doubtless by the 
influence and intercession of some one, and the Ad- 
versary had not succeeded in plucking it out. 

One summer Sunday —it was five years after she 
had united with the church, and she was twenty now 
—her own Sunday-school teacher being away, her 
class was given to another teacher, who had at- 
tended Victorious Life Conferences and who knew 
the Lord. At the close this teacher asked two or 
three of the girls whether they had ever thought 
of getting into definite Christian service. She was 
interested, and later that day she called on the teacher 
in her home and they talked together for an hour. 
The younger girl told the-teacher of some rather 
vague idea she had had of taking training as a nurse 
and going to the foreign mission field for trained 
nurse service. F 

That autumn a group of people who are in busi- 
ness for the Lord needed a new helper, and one of 
them asked this Sunday-school teacher, whom they 
knew well, if she knew of any young business girl 
to fill the place. The teacher had at the same time 
started for this group of people to ask them if they 
had an opening for this very girl. God was mov- 
ing in two places at once, as he so eften does. She 
was given the position, and she commenced work in 
an entirely new atmosphere. 

She was now with Christian girls who met every 
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noon in their business office for prayer, and whosé 
Christianity seemed to be a really vital part of their 
lives. They talked about the Lord in a way that 
was quite new to her. They invited her into their 
prayer group, an invitation she gladly accepted. When 
she found that these girls did not dance or go to 
shows, she wondered what they would think of her. 
She was quite honest, and made no concealment of 
her own way of living. After some months, as she 
frankly studied the dance question and read the 
views of those who do not believe in it, she came 
to the conclusion that it was not the best thing, and 
without saying much to anybody she decided to give 
it up. In this, and in some other matters, by simple 
will power she did what she believed was right. Yet 
all the time the Life that some of her co-workers in 
this Christian office evidently had was a mystery to 
her. She was trying to do some of the things that 
they did, but she knew that-she did not have what 
they had, 

ne day in her office she was one of a prayer 
group of three, when one of these prayed that they 
who were there should be worthy representatives be- 
fore the world of all that that Christian enterprise 
and institution stood for. She had a distinct con- 
sciousness, after that prayer, that so far as she was 
concerned she was a very poor representative. But 
how to change things she did not know. 

Another day one of the people in her office said 
to her that God surely had some great and special 
blessing ahead for her, in his plans. It was not 
suggested what that blessing might be; but she be- 
gan to wish that it might come to pass, and to won- 
der when it would, and she prayed that God would 
accomplish it. f 

During these first months in her new work she 
was hearing, from time to time, about Victorious 
Life Conferences, and especially about the summer 
conference that was to be held at Stony Brook. She 
attended several meetings of one of the city con- 
ferences, in the winter, and that spring a reunion of 
those who had attended such conferences. Here she 
heard a thrilling story of God’s working in Central 
America, in saving, cleansing, and empowering lives. 
After that she decided she must: plan to go to Stony 
Brook. 

Being in touch with some of the workers who were 
making preparations for the summer conferences, it 
fell to her to typewrite the Day Verses to be used, 
and as she, typed the passage of Scripture which has 
been the Conference Motto from the first, “To me 
to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21), she prayed, as she 
had before, that she might know what that really 
means. It was a mystery to her. 

July. came, and she found herself, with an intimate 
girl friend from her own office, at the Stony Brook 
Conference. Several of them prayed together, after 
the closing meeting of the first night, that God would 
do a very definite and new work in their lives, 

The next morning she heard a message on the 
Cross of Christ, such as she had never heard before. 
It began with the word in John 3:7, “Ye must be 
born again,” and the speaker went on to show that, 
when we receive Christ as Saviour, “our crucifixion 
with Christ is as complete a fact as his crucifixion 
for us.” 

She began to wonder what being “dead unto sin” 
and being “born again” really meant. That evening 
another speaker told of the longing prayer in, many 
hearts that God should do a new thing at the con- 
ference, and a new thing for and in the whole hody 
of Christ on earth. He spoke of the near return of 
the Lord, and of the Lord’s call to all believers to 
“abide in him,” that we may “not be ashamed be- 
fore him at his coming.” What did that mean? How 
could we sure of not being ashamed at the com- 
ing of Christ? These questions were sounding in- 
sistently now in her heart, and she did not know 
the answer. 

After the meeting Sunday night she joined a prayer 
group of girls, and the returned missionary who 
was leading the group asked how many there had 
wholly surrendered their lives to the mastery of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Most of them raised their 
hands; she could not. She was honest, and she knew 
that she had not done this. 

Monday morning she heard another message on 
the Cross of Christ; and then a message on the 
Gospel of Death, which showed that the sinless Son 
of God had actually consented to be made sin for 
us that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him; that the Lord Jesus Christ had actually taken 
the place of a serpent, the embodiment of sin, 
becoming a curse in the sight of God and receiving 
in himself the death-penalty of our sins that, simply 
by looking unto him as the dying children of Is- 
rael looked at the serpent that was lifted up for 
them in the wilderness, we might not die but have 
eternal life. 

She had told a friend that morning that she was 
beginning to be very hungry for the unsearchable 
riches that are in Christ. After the message on 
Christ being made sin for us.she went alone to her 
room. She was restless indeed now —praise God 
for that! She tried to pray, and she could not. 
She tried to write, and-she could not. She had 
heard of a Prayer Room at the .conference, and 
she went out to find it. Some who were there left 
this room soon after she came in, and she was alone 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


with God, prostrate at his feet as she had dropped 
on her knees in utter helplessness before him. 

There was, only one prayer she could offer, and it 
came as a silent but desperate cry from her heart: 
“Father, help me. Father, help me.” 

She heard the door of the room open and close, 
and some one was kneeling at a chair alongside. A 
Christian man, one of the conference speakers, had 
seen her go into the Prayer Room. After breath- 
ing a prayer for guidance, he asked her quietly, 


“Would you rather be alone, or can I of any 
help?” All she could answer was, “Pray for me.” 
He knew this girl; he had watched her trying to 


do right things in her life; and he believed she 
needed an entirely new experience of Christ as her 
Victory. But he was surprised when, after a few 
minutes of silent prayer, she asked, “How can I 
know the way of life?” : - ; 

“Do you believe that Christ died for your sins?” 
he asked. 

She said that she did. But no relief came. 

Then he went on to show her what the love of 
God for her really meant: that the Lord Jesus Christ 
had not only died for the sins of the world, but 
for her sins; and that Christ would have died for 
her sins if she had been the only sinner in all the 
world, He loved her so. And he asked her to thank 
the Lord for this. : ; 

She prayed then, with awful longing and hunger, 
that she might have everlasting life. 

The older man asked her not to pray for that, but 
to tell the Lord that she thanked Him that, because 
she believed God’s Word, she had everlasting life. 

Again she prayed, and thanked the Lord that he 
would give her life. 

Again her friend corrected her, and asked her not 
to thank the Lord that he would do it, but to thank 
him that she now had life and salvation. He opened 
his pocket Testament to John 5:24, the words of 
which he had heard D. L. Moody, many years be- 
fore in his student days at Northfield, ring out with 

lorious finality: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
fie that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation ; but ts passed from -death unto 


ife. 

The Holy Spirit blessed the Word of God, as he 
always does. She prayed again, and this time she did 
not ask the Lord for anything, but she thanked God 
that he had given her eternal life in Christ, And as 
she voiced her thenkegiving to God for the unspeak- 
able gift of his Son, the Light broke, for Life had 
come! As she said afterwards, in telling of her 
experience, “Then everything went topsy-turvy.” 
Praise God, he can and he does turn things upside 
down and inside out, forever, for one who trusts him. 

Not a word was said about surrendering the life 
or claiming victory by faith in Christ. But at once 
there came into the heart and mind of this newly 
born child of God the realization that if the Lord 
Jesus Christ had given his life for her, why «should 
not she give her little, worthless life to him? She 
did it, then and there, and as she did it she trusted 
him for everything. She had not only received Christ 
as her Saviour, but she had plunged into the very 
depths of the ocean of God’s grace. And she found 
there the Everlasting Arms bearing her up, and hold- 
ing her close to the heart of God. As she walked 
away from that Prayer Room her heart was teeming 
with such thanksgiving as she had never before 
known was possible to any human being. She could 
not pray; she could scarcely think; but, oh, how 
she could and did praise! It was all very quiet; 
there was’ scarcely any show of emotion; but the 
péace of God, which passeth all understanding, was 
keeping her ‘heart and mind in Christ Jesus. 

Those were wonderful days that followed after 
that. As she began to think of the things she had, 
by will power, given up during previous months be- 
cause she believed they were wrong, she now real- 
ized that she did not have to “give up” those things 
any more; they just did not interest her at all; they 
had dropped away as dead autumn leaves are pushed 
off by the new leaves of the spring-time, resurrec- 
tion life. 

What a Victorious Life Conference that was for 
her! The Lord had brought her into the fulness of 
the blessing of the Gospel of Christ at the beginning 
of the week; and it was a week of sabbaths, rest 
days, for her after that. The messages glowed and 
burned with a new meaning as different speakers un- 
folded the riches of the Word of God. But above 
all, the Word of God shone forth to her all new. 

When she reached home, she had been asking God 
to show her how he wanted to arrange, in her busy 
life, for a daily Quiet Time. She had been told that 
the early morning was the best time, but she did 
not see how she could manage much time then. Yet 
she committed the matter to the Lord. Ordinarily 
she had had to be called by her mcther, about seven 
o'clock, to be wakened out of a sound sleep, and then 
hurried through dressing and breakfast to get to 
her office on time. The first morning after her re- 
turn from the conference she was awakened quietly 
by the Lord at six o'clock, and she had an unin- 
terrupted hour of prayer alone with him. She says 
that before the conference she used to pity people 
who would pray for an hour; frankly, she did not 
see how it could be done. Now she pities those 
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who do not! She wondered why the time went so 
fast that mosning, 

_ Daily the Lord continues this new blessing in her 
life. As she uses her Bible in her quiet Time, old, 
familiar passages have become utterly new in their 
richness of meaning. Yes, she is finding that God's 
Word is true when it says, “If any man be in Christ, 
there is a new creation: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are. become new.” At her office her 
work is finished in less time and with greater accuracy. 
Her friends are no longer chosen from a “pleasure- 
loving bunch,” for there is no desire for their so- 
called “good times.” Dancing and theater-going are 
now things of the past. Before, teaching a Sunday- 
school class was dreaded; now it is a real joy. She 
knows as never before the privileges and unspeakable 
joy of a surrendered life. 


_ “Unto him that loved us, and loosed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 
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When Husband and Wife 
Do Not See Alike 


What should a wife and mother do who has con- 
victions for a holy life, and believes in the truth of 
the Lord’s return, when her husband and nineteen- 
year-old son demand that she leave her church con- 
nections with a communion that teaches both of these 
doctrines, and join another church? The minister of 
this other church is a spiritual preacher, and I have not 
heard of worldly things in his church, except a “church 
night dinner” every week, ostensibly to get the peo- 
ple to come to prayer-meeting. Of course it is formal 
and there is no spiritual fellowship. 

I do so want to take the right road. Does 1 Peter 
3:1, 2 apply in this case? “In like manner, ye wives, 
be in subjection to your own husbands; that, even if 
any obey not the word, they may without the word be 
gained by the behavior of their wives; beholding your 
chaste behavior coupled with fear.”—An Ohio Reader. 
This earnest Christian wife seems to have found 

just the word of God for her own guidance. The 
teaching of the New Testament seems plain that, 
under such- circumstances as these, a wife ought to 
go to the uttermost limits in yielding to the -wishes 
of her husband so long as no actual sin is involved, 
—sin, of course, is never to be committed. But she 
says that the denominational church in question has 
a spiritual preacher. This is a great blessing even if 
he does not see all the truth of the Gospel. And 
the holding of church suppers and similar affairs 
does not necessarily involve sin, and a Christian wo- 
man can, if God so directs, attend such with her 
family and with a clear conscience before her Lord, 

Abeve all, she is to be so wholly yielded to the 
mastery of the Lord Jesus Christ, and so wholly to 
trust him, that he will reveal in her, moment by 
moment and day by day, that supernatural, never 
failing love that is described in 1 Corinthians 13, a 
love that never fails toward her husband and her 
son.even while they are wrong. The Lord is to be 
trusted to work this miracle completely and con- 
tinually. What is evidently needed is that the hus- 
band and son shall see in this wife and mother such 
a marvelous, gentle, loving, winsome, uncritical life of 
beauty and tenderness toward them, even while they 
are condemning her, that they shall finally be amazed 
at the miracle that is daily living before them, and 
shall begin to hunger and thirst for what they see 
in her,—rather for Whom they see in her, Christ 
himself in his fulness. 

It is better not to_argue with them about these 
matters, nor try to show them one’s own posi- 
tion, or to win them to one’s own _ position 
by verbal arguments. There is no hope in that di- 
rection until the Holy Spirit has been permitted to 
create in their hearts a deep, longing sense of need 
and hunger. Then if they come to ask questions or 
to seek help, the help should gladly be given. But 
it is the Life that is Christ within the wife and 
mother that alone can win them, together with her 
intercession in their behalf, As has often been said, 
in such cases it is better to talk with God about them, 
than to talk to them about God. 

In the “Life that is Christ” we are ‘to be natural. 
We are to be human. We are to be loving and ten- 
der. We are to be jolly, good chums and human 
companions with our own family circle, right on their 
own present plane so long as no actual sin for our- 
selves is involved. This is personal evangelism. This is 
fishing for souls, “taking men alive” unto eternal life. 

Prayer is the great method of preneny other souls 
to Christ. And if they are within our family circle, 
let us remember that God has given us his Word that 
we are to claim with boldness their salvation. A pam- 
phlet bringing together the Scripture on this sub- 
ject will be a surprise and a blessing to many, en- 
titled, “Is Your Whole Family Saved?” (To be 
had from The Sunday School Times Co., 30 cts. a 
dozen copies, $2 a hundred, or’3 cts. each, postpaid.) 
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Lesson for September 10 
Nehemich 8 : 1-18 
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Pearl and the Pythons 
By Miss E. Wakefield MacGill 


A British girl who lectures on snakes 
and gives out Pocket Testaments ! 
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During the month of May the Philadelphia Business Men's Counctl of the Pocket Testament League, Inc., 

which is just a part of the same work which Pearl is so enthusiastically engaged in across the ocean, distributed 

~ 5094 Testaments. ‘‘I accept Christ’’ cards were signed by 771 persons. A numberof other American cities 

have these ‘‘Councils.’’ In June, Mr. James B. Wolfe, one of the League’s workers, who was laboring among the 

striking miners in the soft coal district of northwestern Pennsylvania, called for 2122 Testaments, almost all 

in the English language. Gifts for the work may be sent to J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer, 520 Witherspoon 
Building, Philadelphia. 


Reptile Exhibition, is a keen soul-winner. 
Recently she met a man with whom she did 
business, and, with the thought in mind no doubt 
of the serpents in her Exhibition, he asked her if 
‘The Sorrows of Satan.” “No,” she re- 
plied, “but I know one of the sorrows of the Lord 
Jesus,—and that is you.” . That phrase, “the sor- 
rows of Jesus,” lingered in this man’s mind, and led 
to his decision to accept Christ, and he now calls 
himself “one of the sorrows of Satan.” J 

When traveling through the west of England with 
her “Reptile Exhibition,” Pearl Lewis heard of the 
Pocket Testament League, and wrote to Headquar- 
ters asking to be enrolled. Later she purchased Tes- 
taments, telling us that she and her parents were con- 
verted show people, and in the towns they visited 
they held services and wanted the Testaments to 
enroll converts in the Pocket Testament League. 
Later on came donations and requests for more 
Testaments, as they had splendid Opportunities for 
personal work among the soldiers and sailors who 
visited their Exhibition. 

We received a great many interesting letters from 
the Lewis family, and hearing they were to exhibit 
at the World’s Fair in London at Christmas, we de- 
termined to visit them. 

It was indeed a World’s Fair! Here was a palmist, 
there a girl with two heads, farther on an Aunt 
Sally, innumerable stalls, a menagerie, a Tipperary 
dance, roundabouts, a circus with elephants playing 
musical instruments, dogs riding on ponies’ backs, 
and the like. Oh, the din as the circus band struck 
up, and by and by the steam music of the round- 
abouts started! At last we spied Lewis’. Reptile Ex- 
hibition. Mounting the steps we introduced ourselves 
to our correspondent who was lecturing on snakes. 
She was dressed in an emerald: satin gown veiled in 
net and spangles, and was standing in a cage full of 
pythons, some of them over twenty feet long. She 
was thoroughly at home with her strange pets, and 
as she gave her lecture handled these great snakes 
with as much ease as we should a kitten in illustrat- 
ing various points of the lecture. 

What a welcome she gave us, and then asked if 
we could stay for tea—the kettle would be boiling 
in ten minutes. We gladly accepted the kind in- 
vitation, and were soon seated in the sWeet cOsy cara- 
van enjoying Mrs. Lewis’ hospitality and hearing 
the story of their -conversion, 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis are English people. For sev- 
enteen years they traveled with their show through- 
out the United States. Their little daughter was 
born at Saratoga Springs, and from the earliest days 
showed special gifts for their line of business, in 
which she became a prominent feature. Ten years 
ago the Lewis family came to England, having had 
great financial losses. When a mere lad Mr. Lewis 
had learned to gamble, and everything else was sec- 
ondary to the satisfying of this terrible passion. To 
drown her sorrows Mrs. Lewis began to take drink, 
and very soon became enslaved by it. Naturally the 
child was neglected, and grew up a wild, godless little 
girl, never having had even one day of school life. 

Arriving at Hull, the Lewis family secured lodg- 
ings in the house of a Christian woman who induced 
them to accompany her on Sunday night to the 
place of worship she attended. At the close of the 
sermon the preacher asked if there was any one 
present who wanted to start a new life. The mother 
did, and though the child did not understand what it 
really meant, she thought if it was good for her 
mother to start a new life it was good for her. Of 
course the father joined them, for since returnin 
to England he had been under deep conviction o 
sin, and, unknown to his family, had been slipping 
into wayside chapels for some weeks, only to find 
the burden of sin becoming greater. That night all 
three accepted the Lord Jesus as their Saviour. When 
the minister asked them to sign the temperance pledge 
Mrs. Lewis told him it was no use, she had tried 
again and again to do without drink, but it was im- 
possible. The minister told her of One who was 
able to keep as well as to save. That was news to 
her, and she hastened back to the lodgings and knelt 
by her bedside, asking the Lord to deliver her. From 
that day all desire for strong drink left her, and 
through her testimony many a drunkard has been 
dejivered, 

The Lewis family determined to be out and out 
for God. They had noticed their landlady’s habit of 
gathering her three little boys around her and hav- 
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ing family worship, so on the Monday morning they 
po Bore: | a Bible, and, from their treasure, at noon 
and at supper time a chapter was read, and then they 
had prayer. In this way they learned not only to 
talk to God, but to let him talk to them. Sunday 
morning always found them in some place of wor- 
ship, eagerly seeking to learn more about the Lord. 

When they started the new life the -Lewises felt 
there were things in their business that had to be 
changed. These were eliminated, and the Exhibition 
carried on as an educational show, with scientific 
lectures on snakes. At first Mr. Lewis wanted to 
retire from the business, so he put his Exhibition up 
for sale and had a very good offer. In talking over 
matters the purchaser turned out to be a backslider, 
and Mr. Lewis had the joy of leading him back to 
the Lord. The man was a butcher and utterly ig- 
norant about snakes, and, as they would probably 
die on his hands and he would lose everything, Mr. 
Lewis felt it would not be right to accept his offer. 

For some time after her conversion Pearl was a 
“pew” Christian, feeling her youth and lack of edu- 
cation such a hindrance; but one day when reading 
an epistle she came to the verse “workers together 
with him,” and it flashed across her mind that 
“workers” meant in show language “partners.” Then 
came the thought that the Divine Partner had given 
his life as his part, and the question, “What am I 
doing?” was answered by a definite consecration of 
herself to the work of soul-winning. 

It was at this time Pearl heard of the Pocket Tes- 
tament League, and she felt-it just met her need for 
starting personal work. 

The woman at Sychar’s well was thinking about 
water when she met the Saviour, and beginning a 
conve~-ation on that theme he led her thoughts to 
the living water. Pearl follows this ideal method. 
For example: 

After hearing her lecture a man took her hand and 
declared he could tell her character by the lines on it. 
He told her many true things about herself, and she 
thanked him, and taking out her Testament said 
she had a book by which she could tell his character, 
and she proceeded to show him he was a sinner and 
needed a Saviour. 

A deaf and dumb man came to the Exhibition, and 
being unable to follow the lecture he wrote down 
all sorts of questions about snakes. Meanwhile 
Pearl was asking the Lord to give her a message for 
him; She got her opportunity when he wrote, “I am 
quite proud of -myself. I’m earning 75s. a “week, 
and have already saved £75.” 

“What good will that do you? God’s Word says, 
‘What shail it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?’” 


Being caught in a thunder storm on her way to 
church, Pear] got into the first tramcar that passed 
and asked for a ticket to the “Elephant and Castle.” 
It was not a through car, and being in a facetious 
mood the conductor said: 
eee at Heaven’s Gate” (meaning Kennington 

ate). 

“Thanks, I’ve booked through.” 

“Oh, but, miss,” he went on to explain, “this car 
does not go to the Elephant. You must change at 
Kennington Gate.” 

“We're not talking about Kennington now. You 
mentioned Heaven’s Gate, and I tell you I’ve booked 
through, but I guess you'll have to change if you 
want to get there.” 

As she got off the car the conductor said, 
“Thank you, miss, for what you said. That is a sub- 
ject I must go into.” 

Pear] has written the words and music for several 
Gospel songs. One of these is entitled “Why Not 
Yield to Jesus?” and is as follows: 

“O sinner, come to Jesus. 
Why do you delay? 
He’s waiting now to bless you, 
O come, then, while you may. 
Your life is swiftly passing, 
And when death comes your way 
Will you go to outer darkness, 
Or rise to endless day? 


“O sinner, come to Jesus, 

For life and joy and peace. 
He offers life eternal, 

And joy that will not cease. 
His peace past understanding 

E’en in earth’s darkest place, 
Will never, never leave you, 

O trust now in His grace. 
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“O sinner, list to Jesus, 
He calls to you to-day, 
‘Come unto Me for pardon, 
I am the Truth, the Way. 
It was for you, O sinner, 
In dark Gethsemane 
I suffered untold misery, 
Then — went to Calvary.’” 


During the potato shortage in London Pearl called 
at a green-grocer’s and asked for some potatoes. 
The shopkeeper said she had none. This led to a 
talk about the war and of a brother who had joined 
the Army, and of course Pearl produced her Testa- 
ment and told the shopkeeper how glad she would be 
to send the soldier brother one if he joined the 
Pocket Testament League. Naturally the woman 
wanted to join-also, and it was easy to open and 
explain the page with “The Way of Salvation” on it. 
Soon the shopkeeper made the great decision and 
wrote her name on the back page. After that she 
sold Pearl twelve and a half pounds of potatoes! 

Ere we left the caravan we knelt in prayer. How 
our hearts burned as the dear girl prayed, “Lord, 
Thou art coming back very soon. Help us to use the 
little time till we see Thee face to face in seeking 
Ra souls. May we never do anything to grieve 

ee.” 

As we passed into the babel of the “World’s Fair” 
we praised the Lord that even here he had his wit- 
nesses, seeking to win not only their fellow “Trav- 
elers,” but also those who visited their exhibition. 

“Shine, shine, just where you are, 
Shine, shine, just where you are, 
Send forth the light 
Into the night, 
Shine for the Lord where you are.” 


That is what the’ Lewis family are doing. Can 
the same be said of you? 
Lonpon, ENG. 








Saving Life in Ukrainia 


Where 6,000,000 have not the 50,000 rubles that would 
buy a black bread loaf 


By O. R. Palmer 




















On the 20th of May, Mr. Henry L. Heliyer. Director of the 
Christian Testimony to Jews, and Pastor O. R. Palmer, of 
Berachah Church, Philadelphia, sailed tor Europe, with the 
purpose of helping the starving in Russia, and of visiting 
Christian brethren among Gentiles and Jews in that land. 
Mr. Hellyer is a native of Ukrainia, and his mother died of 
starvation during the World War. Their mission offers 
an unusual opportunity for Christian stewardship, and gifts 
should be sent to Mr. Edward A. Steele, Treasurer, 1600 
Arch St., Philadelphia. 


Y THE grace of God our Brother Hellyer and 

I are here at the border between Russia and 

Poland resting for a few days before we enter 
in where famine and pestilence are both raging. We 
are seeking to take every precaution we can to pro- 
tect ourselves before and as we enter in. 

Our God has worked in answer to prayer all the 
way. Difficulties have multiplied as we approached 
the border line, and we have met with strong op- 
position, and found conditions we did not dream 
about before leaving America. In America it was 
thought impossible to get into Russia, the same in 
England when we reached there, and now that all 
our papers are in hand it has been declared by a 
prominent mission worker in Warsaw to be a “mir- 
acle.” The Lord worked in our behalf in Berlin 
to obtain permission from the Soviet authorities for 
us to enter, as our mission -was one Sf mercy and 
relief. We found on coming to Warsaw that we 
must also obtain the: visé of the Ukraine Embassy 
in order to enter by the way of Kiev and to make 
our first distribution in Ukrainia, as we had planned 
to do before leaving America. We visited the Em- 
bassy and found them most interested and kind. They 
said it was not a privilege they would grant to us, 
that it was their duty to help us in every way pos- 
sible in our desire to bring relief to their land. They 
offered to take us into Russia on their “Diplomatic 
car” under the oversight of their courier, to place 
the facilities of their officials at our disposal while 
there, to enable us to make necessary investigations, 
and placed their telegraph facilities at our disposal 
as needed. 

We praise God together that the “iron gates” so 
long closed had not only opened up to us, but were 
fairly lifted off their hinges. The enemy of our 
souls, of God, and all he holds dear, did not let us 
off, however, without a desperate effort to prevent 
our carrying out our mission. We entered into a 
ten-days’ battle, and like Jonathan and his armor- 
bearer, we had to advance against the Philistines 
on hands and knees. We were utterly refused per- 
mission to cross the border from this side, and speak- 
ing from the standpoint of the natura] the reasons 
given were all valid, and which sometime we may be 
able to explain to you. We carried our case higher, 
labored and prayed day after day, ‘until by the cour- 
tesy and advice of the Friends’ Society here, by the 
help of our own Embassy in Warsaw, by the great 
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courtesy of the high Polish officials, especially the 
ones in charge of humanitarian work, we have our 
papers viséd to go in and return, which, in view of 
our past experiences, is of great moment. 

We have already obtained much valuable informa- 
tion concerning the stricken famine districts. Ac- 
cording to government statistics, in Ukrainia alone 
six million people are in a starving condition and 
will perish before another winter comes and is gone, 
unless help comes from outside. We were told at 
the Embassy that one-half million would perish any- 
we before help can possibly reach them. ; 

he government is doing what it can to relieve, 
but it is almost helpless in face of the great need, and 
the fact that their workers are walled in from the out- 
side world. The Minister of Trade has agreed to 
take charge of our shipment of clothing, which has 
reached Dantzig, and to ship it into Kiev, where it 
will be subject to our future orders. Our plan is 
to make arrangements to keep this channel open 
for getting in help, to take in with us relief for the 
starving, medical supplies, for which there is a press- 
ing necessity, to open several centers for distribution 
as soon as possible, and to establish feeding sta- 
tions, under the oversight of Russian Christians, as 
the Lord may show that to be his plan for us and 
so enable, 

One of the heartrending phases of thts situation 
is this, our Christian brethren in Russia, Evangel- 
icals, Baptists, and others, are ampng the greatest 
sufferers. By the laws of the country men must 
labor with their hands in order to receive what 
support the government gives to its people. The 
pastors were under the necessity of turning aside 
from shepherding their flocks, or go on trusting God 
to supply —their own members being able to do but 
little for them, but sharing what they could. This 
has made them among the greatest sufferers, and I[ 
believe it is a condition which will specially appeal to 
every true child of God, that we may do something 
to relieve them. In the Kiev district alone there 
are four hundred Evangelical churches, living ex- 
amples of simple apostolic Christianity, and two hun- 
dred Baptist churches. 

Before me lies~a piece of so-called bread, sold 
in the famine districts for 50,000 rubles (about 121% 
cents in our money) per pound. I question very much 
whether there is any flour in it at all, even of the 
coarsest black rye. It seems to be a mixture of herbs 
or grasses, with something as a base to mould it 
together, and almost as hard as a stone. I should 
think it would utterly ruin the stomach of any hu- 
man being, and do not believe a horse or cow in 
our own land would touch it. 

Such conditions as these are enough to melt hearts 
of stone, and we have mingled our prayers and our 
tears with the brethren here who know the real sit- 
uation and have given to us such valuable informa- 
tion. 

Our hearts cry out, dear brother, for these suffer- 
ing ones. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
the name of suffering humanity, we believe that 
America in all her liberty and liberality will respond, 
when our people know the real condition, which we 
trust God will enable us to show to them, when, by 
his grace, we return. This we hope will be about the 
first of ‘September. In the meantime may I not ask 
you to do what you can through the columns of 
The Sunday School Times, which in times past 
has been so ready to respond to the cry of the 
needy? God bless you and the Times family. We 
hope it will not be long before we can see you all 
face to face and tell you of things which we cannot 
write by letter. Pray with us that in making our 
plans in Russia and in America on our return, the 
most practical things may be wrought out to save 
lives, as we are more and more convinced, as we pro- 
ceed on our jpurney, that this was what our Lord sent 
us here to do, 


ZpoLBUNOWO, POLAND. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 














But if from thence thou shalt seek the Lord thy 
God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all 
thy heart and with all thy soul (Deut. 4:29). 


HE verses previous to our text set forth certain 
judgments of God threatened against Israel. 
These declare that if the nation should corrupt her- 
self, make a graven image or a likeness of anything, 
do evil in sight of Jehovah to drive him to anger. 
then they would soon utterly perish from off the land 
beyond Jordan to which they were going, and would 
be scattered among the nations and be left few in 
number among them. These were solemn words. In- 
deed, they could hardly be more solemn. But what 
gives them their peculiar solemnity is this: God 
knew that Israel would do all that he was warning 
them not to do, and that he would be called upon to 
fulfill each and all of the judgments of which he 
spoke. . 
And yet Jehovah mixes mercy in the midst of judg- 
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ment. For, instead of utterly and finally rejecting 
Israel he implies that even in their land of captivity 
omens the nations there shall be left a “few,” 
and then he says that if, any among these will seek 
him they shall find him, provided they seek him 
with all their heart and soul. In other words, if 
they should go into captivity he would follow them; 
if they should cry to him there, he would be at hand 
to hear; and, if they should be sincere in seekin 
him, he would certainly reveal himself to them an 
thus be found by them. 

When we turn to the Old Testament or New, it 
is one long record, as it relates to God, of “grace 
upon grace.” So long .as there is any chance of a 
soul turning back to the Lord, he simply can not, 
and, hence, will not let that soul go. The saint may 
be thoughtless and drift away; or he may be tempted 
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and wander away; or he may be deliberately sinful 
and turn away; still God will follow, seeking, call- 
ing, constraining, and, if possible, capturing him. 
And how effective his “grace upon grace” is, Noth- 
ing, after all, so influences a man as divine forbear- 
ance. If a heart can be touched, this reaches it. It 
is this grace, one day, which will transform: poor, 
captive -Israel, until she bends her head and weeps 
as for an only son. And this grace is what will best 
find the Gentile captive, till he, one day, returns and 
obtains his rest in a deep and sweet forgiveness. 
Yes, this grace is for you, dear wanderer, just now. 
Will you not let it reach you? and will you not re- 
turn and be forgiven? Divine compassions never 
fail; and, where there is repentance, they always for- 
give. 
Princeton, N. J. 








When Pioneers Peeped in the Keyhole! 


A true story of the early days 





By Nina Almond 














Solomon Kettle, I undertook a journey into west- 
ern Missouri. We made the trip on horseback, 
which was, indeed, the only method of travel in those 
early days. 
was young, impressionable, and bold with the 
courage of the untried. My cousin was an older man, 
of enormous bodily frame, quiet and unobtrusive in 
manner, 

The journey was fraught with dangers which made 
it for me only the more delightful. Rumors of out- 
laws and desperadoes filled the air. Their daring 
escapades,’ murders, and robberies were the chief 
topics of discussion at the inns and cabins in which we 
sought shelter along the way. Settlements were far 
apart. Houses for the most part were isolated dwell- 
ings in which the traveler, alone and unprotected, 
might expect any outrage from theft to murder. It 
was related to us that in one of these wayside inns 
twelve travelers had disappeared at various times. In 
this manner the house had gained for itself the om- 
inous name of the “Death Trap.” 

That these stories were not wholly imaginary we 
had practical if disheartening proof.. We had put up 
for the night at a little tavern which we hoped was 
to be our last stop before reaching our destination. 
During the night our revolvers, new and of the latest 
pattern, were taken from under our very heads as 
we lay sleeping. The only weapon of defense left 
us was an old muzzle-loading rifle which we had 
carried with us for game shooting. 

It was, therefore, with feelings of disquietude that 
we found ourselves at dusk that evening far from 
any known abode. We had lost our way during 
the day, and the little settlement we had expected 
to reach before night was still many miles distant. 
A storm was brewing. The thunder and lightning 
were growing sharper and more frequent with each 
turn on the road. 

Suddenly, as we rode hurriedly down the darken- 
ing forest path, for it was little else, a light shone 
out ahead. It was small and stationary, and was 
without doubt the candie of some lonely dwelling. 
Soon a brilliant flash of lightning disclosed to us a 
cabin of the size-and build usual to those parts. 

We stopped and held a consultation. Should we 
seek shelter in the cabin or push on through the 
storm? Either course seemed desperate enough. The 
blackness, now intense, was rent by blinding flashes 
of lightning followed by violent peals of thunder 
which shook the ground beneath our horses’ feet. 
Our weary horses, too, became restive and afraid and 
cowered before the storm. It was truly a night when 
living creatures seek their kind. Any shelter, any 
companionship, seemed to us preferable to our fright- 
ful loneliness in the unprotected forest. 

We decided to ask for shelter. With coats but- 
toned to our throats to conceal our lack of arms we 
advanced towards the house. Our approach was her- 
alded by the deep barking and growling of dogs. 
Then the door opened and a light streamed out upon 
us. A man stood in the doorway peering out into 
the yard—a man as huge as Solomon. himself, but 
_— a mighty beard and a hand upon the gun at his 

elt. 

“Who’s there?” he called in a deep, gruff voice. 

“Strangers,” answered Solomon, “we have lost our 
way and seek shelter for the night.” 

“Strangers!” echoed the man in reply and then 
added shortly: “Well, come in. This ain’t no night 
fer travelin’.” 

We started to comply, but the dogs growling more 
and more fiercely leaped up as if to take us by the 
sthroat. 

“Here, you,” roared their master, “come in here and 
let them be. They ain’t fond o’ strangers,” he added 

rimly as his charges, still growling, retreated past 
Fim into the house. 

We entered, to find ourselves in a tiny room filled 
with men and dogs. ‘The men were big strapping 
fellows such as are common on the frontier, roughly 
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dressed and bristling with arms. They nodded to us 
in greeting, and then turned away as if no longer 
interested. We were perfectly aware, however, that 
not a detail of our appearance nor the simplest move- 
ment on our part escaped the keen eyes a our num- 
erous hosts. 

Solomon related briefly, according to his custom, 
the circumstances attending our presence there. I 
had never seen him more calm and serene. His ex- 
planation was listened to without comment. Then 
the oldest of the men, the one who had first greeted 
us, announced supper. 

For the first time I became aware of a woman in 
the room. She was stooping over the fireplace and 
stirring some sort of mixture in a large black kettle. 
She now proceeded to pour its contents into a big 
earthen bowl which she placed in the middle of:a 
rickety table. 

“Fall to, strangers,” said the old man. 
much, but better than nothin’, I reckon.” 

There were no chairs, only boxes and the sawed- 
off trunks of trees. The supper consisted of corn- 
meal mush and thick black molasses. The men used 
the knives from their belts, but we were accommo- 
dated with spoons, large tin ones, of battered. appear- 
ance. The woman, a withered old creature, ate nath- 
ing, but hovered over the fire. Not a word was éx- 
changed during the meal. The silence was broken 
only by the ae of lips and the scraping of 
plates. The portion allotted to each of us was a mod- 
erate one, fortunately for me, for my throat was stiff 
with fright. By dint of dogged determination I man- 
aged to clean my plate in the very brief period pre- 
scribed by the custom of the country. 

When we ‘had finished the old man picked up the 
candle, saying: “I reckon you air ready fer bed,” and 
led the way into the room adjoining. He deposited 
the candle on the floor, bade us good-night, and de- 
parted. 

Solomon and I stood for a few minutes surveying 
each other. I was trembling all over. Then he turned 
away to examine the dimly lighted room. Not a door 
except the one by which we had entered, not a win- 
dow was to be seen. 

“We're trapped all right,” I whispered to him with 
unsteady lips, “if they get ugly.” 

Solomon shook his head slowly, then he beckoned 


“It ain’t 


“me into the corner farthest from the door. 


“It may be all right,” he whispered encouragingly, 
“but it’s best to be cautious. Now we'll take turns 
sleeping. You get in bed first, with your clothes on 
of course, and [’ll watch. After a while I'll wake 
you and you: can watch while I sleep. Don’t you 
worry. It isn’t right to suspect evil of people until 
you have to!” .Then Solomon, who was a religious 
man, took me by the hand and led me to the bed 
whispering: “Let’s say our prayers together before 
you get in.” 

It was a custom of his to pray on his knees at his 
bedside each night. During our journey in which 
we had been so much together, always sharing each 
other’s bed, I too’ had returned to the habit of my 
childhood without fear of being laughed at. 

We knelt down and prayed. I am sure I had never 
prayed so earnestly in all my life before. Then Solo- 
mon stationed himself on the foot of the bed while 
I blew out the candle and lay down on top of the 
covers. 

As soon as the candle was out we perceived a lit- 
tle stream of light fromthe other room coming 
through a knot-hole in the wall. Solomon got up, 
tiptoed across the room and peeped through the hole. 
He stood there so long I began to feel a cold sweat 
coming out onymy body. Were they getting ready to 
rush in and murder us as we slept? Solomon came 
back slowly and began fumbling for something in 
the dark. , 

“What is it?” I finally managed to get out. 

“I’m going to light the candle again, so we can 
see to undress,” he answered. 

“To undress!” I exclaimed in a shrill whisper. 
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“Yes,” he answered, speaking aloud this time 
tho in a low tone. “I reckon we can undress an 
get into bed and sleep like Christians.” 

“What did you see?” I asked. : 

“Why,” answered Solomon, “the old man got the 
big family Bible out of a drawer and began to read. 

e Bible looked pretty well worn, too. Then they 
all knelt down and he prayed. I reckon we're safe.” 

I lay back on the bed feeling suddenly quite limp, 
and it was long after Solomon was snoring by my 
side before I could compose myself to sleep.’ : 

Next morning when we made our appearence it 
seemed to me as though the whole atmosphere of the 
place had changed. “Fhe men looked us frankly and 
openly in the face when they bade us good morn- 
ing. The old lady asked how we had slept. The 
horrors of the night were gone with the storm and 
the darkness. I thought of course it was our changed 
point of view, but just as we were leaving the old 
man said to us: 

“I’m a-goin’ to tell you somethin.’. Last night when 

ou come in here out of the dark and Lord only 

ows whur from I didn’t much like yer looks. 
There’s a lot of bad men_movin’ round here, and I 
didn’t know but mebbe you was two on ’em.” ! 

Solomon and I looked at each other in astonish- 


ment. I must confess I felt my first thrill of pride 
eee I entered that house. At least I hadn’t looked 
scared. 


“Yep,” went on the old man, “we decided we 
wouldn’t all go to bed, but swap turns watchin’ and 
see if you was up to some devilment. Well, after 
ou went into yer room I peeked at you through a 
ee tos in the wall, and when I see you two big 
men down on yer knees by the bed a-sayin’ yer prayers 
I says to the boys: ‘I reckon we kin all go to bed. 
There ain’t no harm in ’em.’ That’s the whole 
story. No offense taken I hope, fer there ain’t none 
intended.” 

Once more Solomon and I looked at each other, and 
then we burst into a roar of laughter. , 

“Shall we tell them?” asked Solomon. 
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“IT guess so,” I answered. “It’s too good to keep.” 

The shout that went up-from those men when they 
had heard our part of the story! We parted from 
our hosts with hearty handshakes and good wishes, 
while bursts of laughter pursued us far down the 
road on our way to the little setthkement which was 
our destination. : 

STANFORD UNIversitTy, CAL. 











| The Victorious Life 








Calendar of Conferences 


Keswick, N. J. } 

Week-End Victorious Life Conference, September 
2 to 4, the Rev. Howard B. Dinwiddie and the Rev. 
L. L. Legters, speakers. The rate for board and room 
from Saturday afternoon to Monday evening will be 
$4. The registration fee of $1, which should be in hand 
by August 31, may be sent to the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia. 


The threefold work of the Testimony, —its Conferences, 
the large property at Keswick, N. J., as a conference cen- 
ter and rest home for Christian workers, and the Pioneer 
Mission Agency,—is entirely supported by voluntary of- 
ferings from God’s people. Will you pray that God shall 
meet all the needs of all the work He would have the 
Testimony do? The Treasurer is Mr. B. F. Culp, 600 
Perry Building, Sixteenth and Chestnut Streets, Philadel- 
phia. 

Keswick, N. J., is now open to returned missionaries and 
other Christian workers seeking rest and refreshment, 
physical and spiritual. Situated near Lakewood, the noted 
health resort, Keswick is a place of lakes linked by 
limpid streams, and of rustic rambles in piney woods. 
Victorious Life Conferences are held there from time to 
time during the entire year, and the spiritual atmosphere 
is not less notable than the tonic out-of-doors air. The 
charge for room and board is $10 a week. Full information 
may be had from Addison C.. Raws, Keswick Grove, N. J. 
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Rightly Robbing the Sunday-school Class 


N_A certain Sunday-school where an influential 
| class seldom rose in its enrolment. above the 

number with which they had started some years 
before, it was remarked by members who did not 
think below the surface that while other classes grew 
rapidly, or gained somewhat slowly, that particular 
class remained almost in a stationary condition as 
concerned numbers. Apparently this class had as 
much of a field to draw from as any other, but it did 
not grow. 

In mentioning this fact to the pastor one of the 
superficial thinkers was amazed to have him say that 
the class: that -did not grow, apparently, had fur- 
nished moresteachers, more officers and more workers 
in general lines than any other, and that it had 
for its aim to supply the workers of the school as 
far as possible. In other words, its members were 
so busy substituting for teachers, teaching, “and do- 
ing the work of the school that the enrolment could 
not increasé very rapidly. Having no training class 
in the departments of the Sunday-school that one 
adult class did its best to supply the lack, and_ the 
spirit of the organization was that of service. 

Whereupon the teacher who had been talking with 
the pastor said promptly that he would not. allow 
his class to be robbed in this manner. Having worked 
hard to buila up a good enrolment he would not 
permit any one to come into his class and take away 
his members. Of course the pastor tried to convince 
him that the whole school was Jarger than one class, 
but the good brother remained firm. “It destroys 
the class spirit and tears down the work to be con- 
tinually taking members from it, and I won’t have 
it,” was his verdict. 

Unfortunately many classes, and some teachers, 
have this spirit, and they fondly imagine -that by 
keeping their organization intact they are strength- 
ening the members in the work of the kingdom, but 
the really effective adult class takes pride in being 
robbed of its brightest and best workers in order 
that the school may profit. To them being robbed 
of teachers and workers and people for the com- 
mittee work in the school is a high honor, and one 
that they train themselves to fill. One organization 
has the ingrowing spirit that results in touchiness 
and the feeling that their particular class is more 
important than the school, while the other has the 
outgrowing feeling that the class is to serve the 
interests of the school and church. It makes all the 
difference in the world whether the class is to keep 
itself fresh, wholesome, and vigorous, and in ac- 
cord with the purpose of God to serve faithfully, or 
whether it. is to. draw itself apart from sacrifice and 
lose the real joy of existence. “He that saveth his 
life shall lose it,” was said of the selfish individual, 


but the same may be said of an organization, while 
on the other hand; the individual or the organization 
that loses sight of everything but the glory of God 
in service shall find life abundant and eternal.—Mrs. 
W. C. Kohler, Kenton, Ohio. 


Do You Know Your Class? 


i THE early days of war-economy, when every 
one was trying to see how far one could make 
a dollar go—or how far one could go without 
the dollar!—a young housekeeper begged a notable 
aunt to put her on the right track in such matters. 

“With all my heart,” was the ready answer, “but 
first you must tell me what you have in the house. I 
must know your house.” 

Here in a nutshell is the secret of utilizing class 
talent in lesson discussion. You must know your 
class. Overhaul it, and see what is hidden away, as 
the housewife overhauls her trunks and piece-boxes, 
and brings to light from old cobwebby chests and 
bureaus many things that can be turned to instant 
necessary use. It is quite a bit harder, of course, to 
unearth needed talent to brighten up class discussion 
than for any other branch of class business, It is 
no trick at all to discover the fellow who can make the 
social meetings more enjoyable if he can be persuaded 
to take hold. It is a dull boy who has nothing to 
offer in that line. -A little quiet observation will 
detect the deft hand and “know-how” that can be 
made useful in dozens of little practical ways for 
adding to class equipment. But getting inside of a 
boy’s mind to see what that is good for, and getting 
him to be willing to use it for the benefit of the class, 
is quite a different, and a much more difficult thing. 

A good way is to notice what each is specially in- 
terested in. The leader who means to make a business 
of it will have a little card. or note-book and put it 
down in black and white where he can look it over 
and study it at his leisure. It might read something 
like this: : 

“Harry is a great fellow for biography — reading 
— wants to devour every ‘Life’ he can lay his hands 
on. Last time he was over at my house he borrowed 
‘Grant’s Memoirs’ in two thick volumes. Why can’t 
we make him tell us things he finds in them and dig 
up some fresh illustrations and. so on for ‘discus- 
sion questions’ where they would fit in? I’ll get after 
him about it.” 

Of course all this wouldn’t be set down in the 
note-book. But there would be hints and suggestions, 
and mental comments would be apt to run that way. 
Perhaps another member of the class is interested in 
gardening, came from a farm, like enough. If all 
the rest of the class are city boys, his knowledge 
of nature-processes Ought to be a big kelp in get- 
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ting at the meaning of many of the lessons, espe- 
cially in the New Testament, and more especially 
in the Gospels, where Jesus’ love of nature firds 
constant expression in his parables and daily talk on 
all subjects. Your note-book has a line or two about 
this boy: 

“George Perry knows all about seeds and sowing 
and harvest and that sort of thing. Practical farmer, 
before he came to the city to work. I'll get him to 
talking along that line —think it will help to bring 
out the lesson-points in quite a new way. Nothing 
< getting a fellow to talk on something he knows 
about.” 

That last sentence holds the secret. Every one is 
more or -less of an expert at something. The im- 
portant thing is to find out that something. Then 
the tongue of the dumb will be loosed, and class dis- 
cussion will grow a hundred perccnt more interest- 
ing. —Mrs. A. B. Bryant, Upton, Mass. 


we 
Planning the Lesson on Paper 


ie IS a good idea to the lesson on paper once 
in a while. You will probably not care to do this 
every week, nor is it necessary. Yet the making of 
a few good outlines serves to clear up your own 
mind as to what belongs in the lesson, and makes 
your lesson plans crisp and clear. Every subsequent 
lesson will show the benefit. 

Having prepared your lesson, that is, having studied 
the historical setting and the lesson story until you 
have your facts well in mind, you must decide the 
order in which you will present these facts to the 
class. That is what we mean by outlining or plan- 
ning the lesson; deciding beforehand on what goes 


where, 

First comes the question, How shall I begin? 
What shall I do first? Many teachers begin Sunday 
after Sunday with a review of the last lesson: “Who 
remembers what our lesson was about last Sunday?” 
Did you ever hear that question? You need. not 
raise your hand, for I know you have. To begin 
crisply, brightly ; to gain interest at once, that is what 
you want. 

Now a review is all right, providing it is made 
interesting and vital. A review that is always the 
same old thing, an effort to resurrect dead informa- 
tion, that occupies time without getting anywhere, 
is not good method. The review is not the business 
of the day. Its purpose is merely to refresh the 
memory as to what has gone before; to bring the 
story up to date, like the synopsis that heads this 
month’s instalment of the sérial. 

Other items belonging rightly to the introduction 
are historical setting, customs, exhibits that will 
clarify the lesson story. Everything introduced here 
should point to the lesson that is to follow; it 
should help to focus interest on the lesson rather 
than to scatter it. Weigh each item to see whether 
it paves the way for to-day’s lesson or is extraneous 
to it. 

The body of your outline is the lesson for the 
day. Having brought the story up to this point, with 
interest aroused by your brief review and introduc- 
tion, you will, if you are teaching little children, tell 
the story for the day as earnestly, dramatically, 
clearly, as you can. Tell it in such a way as to 
bring out the spiritual truth that lies: back of it, yet 
without making this seem the end and aim of the 
story. Leave the moral in plain sight, but do not 
placard it, “Now my child will not miss the true 
moral of this,” and the like. If you tell the story 
well the children will see the point, never fear. 

After telling the story, have it retold by the pupils. 
This may be by the question and answer method, 
though narrative is preferable. Let one or another 
tell the whole story; let several tell different parts 
of it; let them dramatize it; make a dialogue of it. 
The nature of the lesson will determine what method 
of retelling is best to plan for. 

This retelling fixes the story in the mind, and gives 
slower pupils time to grasp it. It affords the teacher 
some indication of her success, for they give back what 
they have got of it, and if they have mixed char- 
acters or missed the point, the retelling will show it. 

Having taught the lesson, how shall it be brought 
to an end? Shall the teacher talk for the last five 
minutes with her eyes on the clock, or her ear out 
for the bell, stopping ‘with frank relief when its 
summons is heard? e have all sinned that way, 
perhaps. Let us acknowledge that it is a sin, noth- 
ing less. 

The conclusion should mark the spiritual climax; 
the time when the children, grasping the deeper 
meaning of the lesson story, are fixing it in their 
own minds as a rule of life. This is the moment 
when, if the lesson is a suitable one, you may apply 
it to problems of the child’s world of work and play 
and school. 

Do not require promises; do not expect immediate 
results. Be glad if your morning’s work has fur- 
nished one brick for the finished structure.—Agnes 
Noyes Wiltberger, Lake View, Iowa. 
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“Every one_of them published to meet real needs” 
— describes The Sunday School Times’ books. <A 
catalogue on request. 
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TEACHING THE LAW OF GOD 


Golden Text.— Teach me, O Jehovah, the way of thy statutes; 
And I shall keep it unto the end.— Psalm 119 : 33 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


CONSECRATED business man, whose wealth 
under God has been a great blessing to his 
denomination, who has missionary representa- 

tives on the foreign field, who is an exemplar of 
“true and undefiled religion” in the way he has aided 
“the widow and the fatherless,” was saying recently 
to a friend that he lacked joy. He seemed to feel 
that it was due to the fact that he did not possess 
certain “spiritual gifts” in the use of which he might 
acquire a needed “spiritual-exercise,” as he phrased 
it. But did he not have the cart before the horse? 
Spiritual activity does not bring the joy, but the 
joy of the Lord is supernatural strength that blos- 
soms into blessed service (Dr. Smellie’s second point). 
“The fruit of the Spirit is joy” (Gal. 5:22). The 
secret of the sources of this joy is given away 
by Dr. Smellie, in his first point; how it is to be 
delevoped and increased is told in his third point; 
indeed a careful study of his study will be helpful 
to any who may be in need of this joy (The Jetts). 
Either the first or second Round-Table illustration 
would make good class starters, if preferred. 


Our Background Material 


How the priests during the captivity had con- 
ducted their theological studies, their failure to make 
the most of them, and the effect of all this on the 
people of the Exile, including of course those of 
the Remnant who had returned with Ezra and Ne- 
hemiah, are brought out in two important paragraphs 
by Mrs. Askew (2, 3). 

Where Ezra had been during thirteen years of 
silence until he reappears in this lesson is not known 
(Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 1), but no doubt he had been 
in constant prayer that the people might be led to 
take to heart the lesson of the great seventy-year 
chastening, and to have as deep set purpose as him- 
self (Ezra 7:10). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain pacagrayne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The people asked for the law of Moses, not some- 
thing else (Dr. Thomas, I, 1). Now if Moses wrote 
the Pentateuch, it could not be the result of a “com- 

ilation,” as the destructive Higher Critics teach. 

hey hold that certain portions of these five books 
where God’s name is written. as “Elohim,” were 
written by an “Elohistic writer,” but as he is not 
mentioned in the Bible, nor known to our Lord or 
to sacred or secular writers, they call him “E.” 
Where the name Jehovah (R. V.) or Lord (A. V.) 
is used, they say that a “Jehovistic writer,” one 
“J,” is the author. When devout scholars showed 
that these two names of God were sometimes used 
in the same passage, they invented a third author, 
who, they declared, combined the styles of “J” and 
“FE.” and they christened him, “J. E.” So that 
Genesis 7:6, “And they that went in, went in male 
and female of all flesh, as Elohim commanded him: 
and Jehovah shut him in,” was written by the learned 
“J. E.” So also, for example, Genesis 24: 3 and 28: 21. 

Still another imaginary Pentateuchal writer — is 
“P. E,” the Priestly Elohist, who wrote large parts 
of Exodus and Leviticus eight hundred years after 
Moses, parts that treat of priestly legislation. There 
is yet another in the person of a “Deuteronomisi,” 
“D,” who wrote still later legislative portions of 
the Pentateuch. 

This “compilation” theory was originated by a 
licentious, atheistic French physician named Astruc, 
and was developed and matured largely by German 
“scholars” who knew not Luther. 

The creators of these compilers deny our Lord’s 
affirmation when he said, “Did not Moses give you 
the law?” (John 7:19.) Christ continually attrib- 
uted the law to Moses (see, for example, Matt. 8: 
4; 19:7, 8; Mark 7:10; 12:26; John 7:22, 23). 
The real reason the most of these critics do not be- 
lieve Moses is because they do not believe Jesus 
(John 5: 46, 47). 

It is nowadays a rare public school, high school, 
preparatory school, college, or university where one 
or more of the teachers do not go out of their way 
(not realizing the havoc of it, of cOurse) to admin- 
ister poison in the way of higher critical teaching. 
That is a very important suggestion Mrs. Askew 
makes about showing the impossibility of the law 
that Nehemiah read being other than the very words 
of God (Mrs. Askew, 5). The teacher should try 
» to realize what an opportunity this is to fortify chil- 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-3,-3, 6, 8-12 


1 And all the people gathered themselves together 
ene man into the broad place that was before 
gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to 
book of the law of Moses, which 
to Israel. 2 And Ezra 
the assembly, both men 
hear with understanding, u 
month. 3 And he read therein before the broad place 
was before the water gate ‘from early 
day, in the presence of the 
those tha 


ple were attentive unto 

S And Ezra opened the 
ple; (for he was above ail 
it, all the people stoed up: 6 and Ezra blessed Jehovah, 
the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, 
with the lifting up of their hands: and they bowed their 
heads, and worshipped Jehovah with their faces to the 

d. 


ground. 

8 And they read in the book, in the law of God, *dis- 
tinctly; and they gave the sense, *so that they understood 
the reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the 
priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, 
said unto all the people, This day is holy unto Jehovah 
your God: mourr not, nor weep. For all the people wept, 
when they heard the words of the law. 10 Then he said 
unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and 
send portions unto him for whom nothing is prepared; for 
this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye grieved; for 
the joy of Jehovah is your ‘strength. 11 So the Levites 
stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the day 
is holy; neither be ye grieved. 12 And all the people went 
their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and 
to make great mirth, because they had understood the 
words that were declared unto them. 

1Heb. from the light. ?Or, with an. interpretation 
Or, and caused them to understand ‘Or, stronghold 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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dren with ready answers to prevalent schoolroom 
infidelity. ; 

The critics have created still another character, 
“R” the Redactor, a sort of puzzle-worker, who 
pulled the Bentateuch together out of the wreck 
in which it was left by E., J., J. E.,.P. E., and D. 

How sinful to think that God was dependent upon 
such clumsy means to give us his Law! (2 Peter 
3:32. 

The Siamese twins of infidelity are the “denial 
of the supernatural in the Word” and the “denial of 
the supernatural in the world,” as Mr. Pace so strik- 
ingly suggests in the Cartoon. ’ 

God’s people are hungry for the Word when its 
teachers give the sense, and the common sense, too. 
The proper interpretation of the passage is one thing; 
the application is another. For. instance, the prophet 
Isaiah was speaking to Jsraei when he said, “Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow” (Isa. 1:18). But the truth is applicable to 
Jew or Gentile, any time, anywhere. A _ boy’s idea 
of an “exegesis” is given in “Children at Home,” page 
510. ’ 

That preacher or teacher will have a great deal 
to answer for who goes over the heads of his con- 
gregation or class (Round-Table, 4). 

One helpful way to get the sense is to observe the 
four Bible laws of mention. These “laws” of interpre- 
tation were treated in an editorial in The Sunday 
School Times of January 26, 1918, under the title 
“Four Keys that Unlock the Bible.” 

The best way to get gold from Bible mines is to 
dig for it oneself. The value of the teacher’s planning 
ahead to lead pupils to study for themselves 1s 
brought out in the teaching principle for this les- 
son, the law of self-activity, by Dr. Ellis. How 
to get the pupils, at least those in boys‘ classes, to 
make this lesson their own is pointed out by Mr. 
Teas in a number of important questions with sug- 
gested answers. 

This revival in Israel broke out spontaneously 
(Dr. Thomas, I, 1), but after all may it not have 
gone back to the deep-set purpose of Ezra “to seek, to 
do, and to teach the law of Jehovah”? (Mrs. As- 
kew, 1.) Pen pictures of the scenes are drawn for 
us .by Dr. Smellie {1) and Mrs. Askew (4). 

Just why it would be inappropriate for the peo- 
ple to weep and wail at this*time is made plain by 





Dr. Smellie (1). The proof of their sincerity lay in 

their obedience to God in a fidelity that excelled that 

of their forefathers, even under such leaders as Sam- 

ws and _ in observing the feast of tabernacles 
vs. 14-18). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


It was not inappropriate that the people gathered 
together before the “water gate” to hear the read- 
ing of the Word. Our Lord gave himself for the 
church “that he might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the. washing of water by the word, that he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle” (Eph. 5:26; Dr. Thomas, I, 3). 
“Now ye are clean through the word which I have 
spoken unto you,” said our Lord to his disciples 
(John 15:3). The reading of the Word of 
resulted in a great cleansing of the remnant of 
Israel. The power of the Word of God in the 
individual life and in church life is described by 
Dr. Thomas (III, 5; Mrs. Askew, 6, 7). 


Teaching Points 


Many people study the Bible after the fashion of 
the wise foolish man who did not know anything 
when he received a letter from his father (Round- 
Table, 1). 

The world is full of critics of the Bible to-day, 

but the Bible itself is a critic (Heb. 4: 12), and it will 
show us the exceeding sinfulness of sin, as it did 
the little boy mentioned in the Round-Table (3). 
_ The effect of God’s Word in some places where 
it was preached in New Testament times is inter- 
ootinaly pointed out in the Reference Material by 
Dr. Thomas. 

The threefold purpose of the Bible, and how this 
purpose makes requisition on mind, heart, and will 
is given by Dr. Thomas (III, 6). 

When all the hands of the people are as one hand, 
all the ears of the people will be as one ear (Mr. 
Ridgway, 1). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Are you a Bible bookworm? (Round-Table, 2.) 

Is gqur country losing that remarkable reverence 
for the Book of God which the Remnant showed? 
If so, why? (Dr. Thomas, I, 2.) > 

How intently are you listening to the. words of 
God? (Mr. Ridgway, 2.) 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or Setr-Activity.—Only the pupil's 
own resources are really educative, 











.o lesson before us would lend itself very well 
to analysis as an illustration of the teaching 
process which involves the -problem of causing: an- 
other to know. The teacher side of the process 
as set forth in verse 8 is full of suggestion which 
is as up-to-date as much that we will find in mod- 
ern works on pedagogy. But our selected principle 
calls us to think first of all of the pupil side of 
the process in the case before us, and also in the case 
of our own teaching. 
that Ezra read the law to those “that -could hear 
with understanding,” showing that he appreciated 
the need for a class who could profit by the instruc- 
tion. But important as was this and the proper 
functioning of the reader, or teacher, it would all 
have gone for naught had these who were capable 
of understanding not given their attention and opened 
their understanding. But the final proof that it was 
a good piece of teaching is in the fact that they 
proceeded to do that which they understood this 
book of the law to command them to do, as is 
shown in verses 14 to 18. 

But we must rémind ourselves again and again 
of this principle in our own teaching. And if the 
focus of our lesson is on more and better Bible study, 
as it may well be, let us not rest content with merely 
commending it to our pupils, or praising Ezra for 
this vital service to his people, but let us aim at 
getting our pupils to have the benefit of real Bible 
study for themselves, knowing that only thus will 
the lesson be well taught. And let us not rest con- 
tent until we have led them not only to understand 
but to do the law of the Lord. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 


It is not to be Overlooked 








Lesson for September 10 
Nehemiah 8 : 1-18 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. ) 


==" 
I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Connection.—With the wall rebuilt (last lesson) 
everything was ready for the further progress of 
reforms. In this lesson we have the first of a series 
of important events. It was a week after the fin- 
ishing of the wall (6:15, Elul, our September; 8: 2, 
our October), 444 B.C. A great assembly gathered, 
and naturally the first thought was their relation to 
the Word o A 


Reading (vs. 1-3). Spontaneously, without any 
Hy oy from the leaders, the gathering requested 
to have the law brought to them. This single pur- 

se showed their hunger for the Divine Word. 

here had been for a long time, as it were, a famine 
for the Word, and this was a genuine revival. No- 
tice their, conviction that what they asked for was 
the law of Moses, not something else. Ezra was 
not the man to deceive them by producing what 
was not the thing they desired. This is the first 
time we read of Ezra for thirteen years. It is only 
a matter of mere conjecture where he had been and 
what he had been doing. He brought the book and 
read it from morning until noon, the people show- 
ing their attention. (1) 

Reception (vs. 4-8). The interest (v.3) was further 
shown by the reverence (vs. 5, 6), the people stand- 
ing up and then bowing low in worship. How im- 
pressive is this concern for God’s Word! Have we 
anything like it-to-day? Praise and adoration were 
blended. Note “Amen” again, meaning “It is so,” an 
affirmation. See “Our Misunderstood Bible,” by H. 
Clay Trumbull (The Sunday School Times Co., tem- 
porarily out of print). But the law was not only 
read, it was explained (vs. 7, 8). (2) 

Results (vs. 9-18). The first effect was sorrow as 
they realized how much they had neglected the Di- 
vine Law. But Nehemiah the governor (Tirshatha) 
and Ezra urged them not to mourn, but to be joy- 
ous and thankful in view of all that had happened. 
The day was one of special consecration and should 
be marked by joy. Not only so, they were to share 
their blessings with the needy (vs. 10, 12). (3) 

The next day the leaders came (v. 13), and they 
too were taught. They found instructions about the 
feast of..tabernacles. (vs, 14, 15); and.this Jed to a 
thorough observance of it (vs. 16, 17). Then daily 
during the seven days of the feast Ezra read to 
them out of the book of God. (4) 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:97-105. Expe- 
riences of the Word. (1) Love, verse 97; (2). wis- 
dom, verses 98-100, 104; (3) obedience, verses 101, 
102; (4) satisfaction, verse 103; (5) guidance, verse 
105. 

Books.—Pulpit Commentary on Nehemiah (Funk 
and Wagnalls, Ngw York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold 
only in sets); Davis’ Bible Pictionary for names of 
persons and places (Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, $4). 

Il. Reference Material 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 2 Chronicles 15:8-15; 30; 
Acts 17:1-9, 10-15, 16-34; 19:8-20; Colossians 1:9-1T. 

The place and power of God’s Word. 


ot Deuteronomy 6: 4-9. In personal and domestic 
ife. 


2. 2 Chronicles 15: 8-15. God’s Word and reform. 
; 2 Chronicles 30. God’s Word and reform (v. 
12). 





4. Acts 17: 1-9. God’s Word at Thessalonica, 

5. Acts 17: 10-15. God’s Word at Berea. 

6. Acts 17: 16-34. God’s Word at Athens. 

7. Acts 19:8-20. God’s Word at Corinth. 

8. Colossians 1:9-11. Prayer for spiritual power. 


lll. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: The Power of the 
Word of God. (1) In the individual life (see the 


lesson). Repentance, joy, love, obedience, conse- 
cration. (2) In church. life. Every church which 
is strong, spiritual, evangelistic, growing, makes 


much of the Bible in pulpit and classes, among 
young and old. Every revival invariably leads to 
a greater desire and determination to honor God's 
Word. And so the Bible must be (1) prominent, 
(2) pondered, (3) proclaimed, and (4) practised. A 
good test for the Christian and the Church is whether 
these words are true of us (Jer. 15:16). (5) 


2. Young Peop'e and Adults: Co-operative Bible 
Study. (1) The Bible is given to us for a threefold 
purpose: information (its contents); instruction (its 
doctrines) ; inspiration (its spiritual power). All 
three must ever be borne in mind and kept together. 
Bible classes need to emphasize all three or else they 
will fail of their real object. For this threefold pur- 
pose the Bible needs three things: knowledge (the 
mind) ; trust (the heart); obedience (the will). But 
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Bible study to be of value in a church must be ¢o- 
operative, each contributing his part. “Telling is 
not teaching,” says Dr. H. Clay Trumbull (“Teachers 
and Teaching,” The Sunday School Times Co., $1.75). 
A lecture is not a class. Bible teaching means united 
effort. (6) . 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text is an appropriate prayer before 
studying our Bible. 


1. The Revelation —“way of thy statutes.” 
2. The Request —“ieach me.” 
3. The Result — “keep. it.” 


-When God teaches, the effect is sure to be real and 
lasting (“end”), because his Spirit is the teacher 
(John 16:13, 14). 


V. Leading Questions 


a bearing have verses 1 and 2 on Modern Criti- 
cism 


Why did the people wish to have the law read? 


What special truths for preachers and hearers 
are suggested here? 

Why did they weep on hearing the Word? 

Give the chief names with their meanings and ap- 
plications of the Word of God in Psalm 119. 

What passages from the New Testament empha- 
size the Word of God? 4 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


Joy in Many Moods and Tenses 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


N THE first day of the seventh month, the 

Feast of Trumpets, there is a pause in the 

labor of rebuilding Jerusalem. The people 
gather for worship in the broad open space which 
fronts the Water Gate. From morning until. noon 
Ezra and his companions have been reading to them 
the precepts, the admonitions, and the promises of 
God’s law. It is a receptive and responsive congre- 
gation. Men, women, and children listen with 
strained attention. But, as they listen, they are 
pierced to.the heart and convicted of sin. A. great 
surging wave Of irrepressible emotion. sweeps over 
the multitude, as has happened often since in times 
of spiritual awakening. But this day of high festival 
is unsuited for grief so public and uncontrolled, and 
the..leaders busy themselves in comforting . the 
mourners. Neither be ye sorry, they say, for the joy 
of the Lord is your strength. Command and rea- 
son annexed fall like a refreshing dew. The trouble 
of the people is assuaged. Their healing is assured. 
They go their way, to eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions,.and to make great mirth. (1) 

The history should speak to us intimately and 
overcomitgly, dispelling our shadows, and calling 
us into the sevenfold light of God’s face. It tells 
us of three things —of joy in its sources, joy in its 
activities, and joy in its conditions. 


So, first, there is joy in its sources. 

A pregnant significance resides sometimes in a 
preposition; if it is the smallest of words, it may 
be the most suggestive. To understand the sources 
of the supremest joy we must lay stress on three 
prepositions, — from, and in, and of. 

From the Lord the joy originates. From his mind 
and heart, which conceived it. From his humiliation 
and obedience and bitter death, which procured it. 
From his effectual call and constraining grace, which 
actually convey it. From the Father’s thoughts of 
peace, and the Son’s jiowliness and tears and blood, 
and the Spirit’s patience and power, taking no denial 
till he has made us a new creation in Christ Jesus. 

And in the Lord the joy consists. In the possession 
of him; for, while the treasures he bestows surprise 
and ennoble us, he is himself better than his most 
enviable treasures. Archbishop Trench has a ballad 
of Haroun al Raschid: that, when some of his. pearls 
fell from his casket, and his attendants on his in- 
vitation made the glittering spoil their own, One 
Ethiopian slave remained beside him moveless — this 
his creed, “True servant’s title he may wear, He only 
who has not For his Lord’s gifts, how rich soe’er, 
His lord himself forgot.” May you and I resemble 
that Ethiopian. 

And of the Lord is our purest joy. In the sense that 
his joy repeats itself in us, till our delights are shaped 
after the pattern of his. Holiness is his satisfaction ; 
and, when we are his children, we are content with 
nothing poorer or less. To seek and to save — for 
this he lives; and, since we belong to him, to seek and 
to save is our passion. We drink of his heavenly 
fountains, and eat of his spiritual bread. 

These are the sources of the profoundest joy. 

Next, there is joy in its activities. 

The joy of the Lord, the old word runs, is your 
strength. It is a mighty dynamic. It quickens, ‘en- 
ergizes, sustains. 

We take it into the realm of work, and how effi- 
cient it is! We cannot build Jerusalem without it. 
The endeavor to promote the kingdom is a dreary 
and mechanical business, till the sunlight of God 
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floods our being, and shines from our looks, and im- 
pels our speech, and is the motive of our effort. Then 
with willing steps we make haste to serve him. 

We take it into the region of sorrow, and what 
wonders it performs! It terminated the grief of 
those ancient Jews in Nehemiah’s day, and it sweetens 
all our grief. Francis of Assisi saw nothing incon- 
sistent between the Celestial Melodies and the Stig- 
mata of Jesus Christ: “what are the servants of the 
Lord but his minstrels?” he asked. And God can 
instruct us to say the same. 
_ We take it into the sphere of happiness, and its 
influence is potent. It gives stability, balance, depth, 
calmness, purity, to our pleasures. There may not 
be so much merriment of talk and laughter as for- 
merly; but our joy is mofe pervasive, more fruitful, 
and more abiding. God has entered into it; and, 
wherever God comes, “fragrance in his footing 
treads.” 

Thus the joy of the Lord is a practical and oper- 
ative force, 


Finally, there is joy in its conditions. 

It is the Lord’s free gift; yet its reception, its de- 
velopment, and its increase depend on the state of 
our hearts. 

It requires the emptied heart. God's joy and God 
himself are for those only who have ceased to be 
self-complacent. We must bid good-bye to pride. 
We must lift to him a soul conscious of poverty, and 
waiting in meekness to be filled from his supply. 

Tt loves the broken heart. Even emptiness is not 
enough; there has to be contrition also. No path 
except that of sorrow leads to God’s realized and 
experienced joy—a divine sorrow over our sins 
and our sinfulness, an evangelical repentance which 
has no need to be repented "4 

And it demands the continually surrendered heart. 
We have ambitions, affections, habits, tempers, to 
which we cling although they conflict with God’s 
presence and government. These must be yielded up. 
whatever it costs to raise the altar and to slay the 
sacrifice. Then, when he is All in all, “like a river 
glorious is his perfect peace,” and our joy is un- 
speakable in him. 

So may he persuade us to comply with his own 
conditions. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
we 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


ZRA preached the law of God from a pulpit of 

wood; that was well. But Christ preached the 
love of God from a cross of wood, and that was 
better. The life and death of love best “causes the 
people to understand the law.” Let this spirit of 
self-denial and sacrifice actuate the Christian Church, 
and we should see the world evangelized within 
five years at the most! John Hay and his: fellow- 
worker in the heart of South America were called 
“the - men - that - go - by - the-measure-of-the-book,” for 
they interpreted the Bible into the -world-wide lan- 
guage of love. 

Then, too, contrast the joy of the Lord with the 
sorrow of sin. In those dark lands where the Gos- 
pel has never penetrated, their very songs are in 
the minor key, and their wildest festivals are mourn- 
ful and dreary in spite of drunken laughter or hys- 
terical shrieks. If the gaiety of heathenism is so 
sad, dare you think of the darker side, where sin and 
sorrow and pain and death reign supreme and unhin- 
dered? ' 

“We have heard a joyful sound, 
Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 
Tell the message all around — 
Jesus saves! Jesus saves. 
Bear the news to every land, 
Climb the steeps and cross the waves; 
Onward! ‘Tis our Lord’s command! 
Jesus saves! Jesus saves.” 


Nracara Fa ts, Can. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Listening Love.—The cars of all the people were 
attentive unto the book of the law (v. 3%). Last 
week we saw all the hands of the people as one 
hand, and so to-day of course we find all the ears 
as One ear. Every leader of men from preacher to 
politician is familiar with this fact. The minister 
never has such an attentive congregation as when all 
are working together with sleeves rolled up for a 
new church —or some other good object upon which 
all are united. It is when the party is all united for 
victory that the crowds stand for hours and listen to 
stump speeches. Every good thing has a lot of 
near relatives. You do not know a person with only 
one good quality, now do you? A good listener, for 
example, is usually self-poised and wise in judgment. 
The industrious man is honest and truthful. And so 
on. The book of the law that these workers were so 
attentive to was a part of our Bible. When you are 
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working with all your heart for a man 
mg are very ‘much interested in all 
is views upon matters. ro Wana- 
maker, of Philadelphia, in his full-page 
advertisements takes a corner for a lit- 
tle homily each day. Every employee 
in that great department store, —as well 
as many of the rest of us,—likes to 
see what the big storekeeper and Sun- 
day-school man has to say. Mighty 
few of us care what the editorial writers 
of the newspapers have to say. We do 
not even know who they are. Many 
American daily papers have queered 
themselves long ago. That is to say, 
it is all waste of good hope to expect 
any one to do much attentive Bible read- 
ing about God before doing some work 
for God. Active hands and itching ears 
9s fousther (Jas. 1:22; 1 Thess, 2:13). 
qi 


Some New Wall Mottoes.—7hey read 
in the book, in, the law of God, dis- 
tinctly; and they gave the sense, so that 
they understood re. 8). Blessed is the 
man who has mastered this art. For, 
believe me, it is an art—and a lost art 
with folks we all know. I was in a 
church a while ago, and they repeated 
the Lord’s Prayer. I am not particularly 
slow for a young man, but I couldn't 
keep up with that prayer-sprinting, and 
if it had not been so announced no 
stranger would have guessed it was the 
Lord’s Prayer. They have movies where 
they show. sporting events of men and 
animals. They slow it down one-eighth, 
so we can study the motions and mus- 
cles. This is what lots of praying and 
reading in the Sunday-school needs. The 
speed of the Primary Department is our 
standard at Rock Run. READ DISTINCTLY. 
GIVE THE SENSE, CAUSE THEM TO UN- 
DERSTAND, You see all kinds of mot- 
toes hung up in schoolrooms. But you 
never saw these, did you? Il 
listen to the speakers from across the 
sea. If they do not have Nehemiah 8: 
8 on the schoolroom walls they must 
have it on the schoolmaster’s desk, for 
apparently much attention must be given 


to expression where these British and} 


Irish preachers come from. When Helen 
Keller wants to “hear” what you say 
she puts her thumb on your throat for 
the gutturals, her first finger on your 
lips tor the labials, and the second fin- 
er on your nose for the nasals. Now 


am afraid with lots of speakers we all | 


know that second finger would have all 
the work to do. The moral is: Take a 
hint from these wise old Jews and cul- 
tivate the grace of reading aloud (1 
Cor. 14:2). (2) 


The Proof of the Pudding.—Go your 
way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, 
and send portions unto him for whom 
nothing is prepared (v. 10). All those 
things we have been talking about last 
week and to-day go together. All work- 
ing in unity for the building up of 
God’s city and Kingdom, attention to his 
words, and now eating the fat and drink- 
ing the sweet (that is to say, real ice- 
CREAM with the butter fats, and not 
skim-milk and gelatine; real orangé- 
ade from tree oranges and cane sugar, 
and not the synthetic stuff from coal 
tar by way of chemical laboratory) — 
and looking after the folks down in 
“The Neck.” All good things sweep 
along together. The real Christian is 
as manysided as a kaleidoscope. Turn 
him any way you like,and he is always 
symmetrical, with a good design. To 
prove this, try to imagine, if you can, 
a real Christian who does not work, 
study God’s Word, and give. Oh, you 
have them in your church who never 
hit a single one of these three, not to 
speak of the whole trinity. Well, in 
some places business concerns have what 
they call “sleeping partners.” Perhaps a 
better name for them would be, when in 
the church, “religious artists.” Divi- 
dend drawers. Share the earnings with 
small concern for the enterprise. They 
draw out of the moral condition of the 
community. The safety of person and 
property. 
hood. The hospital on the hillside. The 
prosperity of the. country. The cere- 
mony for the wedding. The service for 
the funera The stamp of character. 
The badge of respectability. And all 
this for neither work, devotion, nor gen- 
erosity. Oh, the leanness and the mean- 


The decency of the neighbor- | 





like to, 
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ness of it all (Matt. 7:21; Luke 13: 
25; Matt. 13: 30). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Suaday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 
Illustrations other verses than the 
Golden desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


i in “Bible Study.”—And 
he read therein . . . and the ears of all 
the people were attentive (v. 3). There 
was once a very wise foolish man who 
received a letter. He began at once to 
study it in this way. e measured it 
accurately; he examined it with a mi- 
croscope to see the fiber the paper was 
made of; he analyzed the ink, and the 
mucilage which was on the flap; he 
gauged the average slant of the letters. 

hile doing so, a friend came in, and 
glancing at the letter he said, “Why, 
that letter is from your father.” “Is it 2 
said the foolish wise man, “I have not 
got far enough yet to find that out.”— 
From Amos R. Wells. Sent by M. Tay- 
ref} Winnipeg, Can. Prize illustration. 

1 


Not an Earthworm.—And the ears of 
all the people were attentive unto the 
book of the law (v.3). It reminds one 
of Mr. Spurgeon’s saying, suggested by 
the worm-eaten Bible which he found 
on the table of a Scotch inn. Holding 
it up to the light he noted one hole 
eaten through from Genesis’ to Reval - 
tion, and Spurgeon prayed, “Lord, make 
me a bookworm like that.” Such a 
bookworm never turns into an earth- 
worm.—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. (2) 


His Objection.—And they read ... 
in the law of God, distinctly; and they 
gave the sense; so that they understood 
the reading (v. 8). A little boy was 
being taught the Sabbath-school lesson 
by his mother; she was telling him to 





notice how sin grows till it becomes a 
habit. The little fellow thought it was 
coming too close to him, so he colored 
up, and finally said: “Mamma, I think 
you are getting a pons way from the 
subject."—From Moody's Anecdotes.” 
Sent by S. U. Bean, Kitchener, Ont. (3) 


She Took the Wrong Book. — They 
gave the sense (v. 8). Last year Mr. 
—— came to our mission anniversary; 
and after he had preached in the after- 
noon, as I was going home for tea, 
old Mary Howarth joined our company, 


“Well, how have you enjoyed the 
preacher this afternoon?” “None so 
grand,” Mary answered. “I took the 





wrong book with me.” I looked at the 
book under her arm, and there, sure 
enough, was the large-print Bible she 
always took to church with her, I said, 
“No, you didn’t, it’s your regular Bible 
you have got with you.” “Ah,” she said, 
“I know that; but it was the dictionary 
I needed this afternoon.” What a pity 
that to the old lady the “sense” was 
lost through the high-flown words of 
man’s wisdom.—From the Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, B.D., 
Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, Eng. (4) 


Charlies Wesley’s Lesson.—N either be 
ye grieved; for the joy of Jehovah is, 
your strength (v. 10). Charles Wesley, | 
when speaking to a Moravian friend 
about the sense of pardon which had 
come to him, said, “I suppose I had bet- 
ter keep silentgabout it.” “Oh, no, my 
brother,” was the reply; “if you had a 
thousand tongues, go and use them all! 
for Jesus.” And Wesley went home and 
wrote the hymn — 

“Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

My great Redeemer’s praise.” 


—From the London Sunday School 
— Sent by W. R. Clark, Belper, 
ng. 





Her Delicious Food.—They had un-|_, 


derstood the words (v. 12). In a Chi- 
nese hospital, a village Christian woman 
was asked, “Do you read your Bible 
much?” for she possessed a well-worn 
copy. “I read it constantly,” she an- 
swered, “every day. I never wish for 
the last dish when reading it.” The word 
she used was the name of the dish which 
announces the end of a Chinese feast. 
Reading the New Testament was to her 
such a feast that she never wished it 
to come to an end.—From the Record of 
Christian Work. Sent.by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for thy Word, in which we 
learn of thee and of thy loving purposes 
for man. How sadly we have neglected that 
Word! Forgive our forgetfulness, our devo- 
tion to affairs that so occupy our time that 
we leave all too little room for a deepen- 
ing knowledge of the Book of books. May 
we have, and arouse in others, the joy of 
those who love thy’ Word, and who hear it 
with gladness. In the name of the living 
Word, our Lord Jesus, Amen. 

_After the Lessen.—One of the hap- 
piest old ladies you could ever know has 
stored her memory for many years with 
Bible verses. She can quote hundreds 
of passages, telling you just where they 
are found. Now suppose your mind 
Should be so filled with God’s promises 
and other Scripture that you could 
hardly let your memory work at any- 
thing at all without remembering a Bible 
verse — how much room would you have 
for worry, for gloom, for dark thoughts? 
No wonder the people who heard the 
law were glad. e should realize more 
than we do now what the Bible means 
to us if it were taken away. May that 
never be! Let’s take the Word of God 
more earnestly and” joyously! Let us 
pray. 


Revoicine in’ THE WoRD 


TEACH ME; O JEHOVAH! 














oe 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Oh, how love I thy law.” 
“Go to the deeps of God’s promise.” 
“I am standing on the Word of God.” 
“Take time to be holy.” 
“How firm a foundation.” 
“Break thou the Bread of Life.” 
“Standing on the promises.” 
“Tis Jesus!” 
_(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other pores of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No, 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 119 : 33-40 (242 : 1-3). 
Psalm 1 : 1-6 (1 : 1-4). 
Psalm 119 : 97-104 (249 : 1-3). 
Psalm 19 : 7-14 (37 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 9-16 239 : 1-3). 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


NTRODUCTION.—Vacation is over, 

and school has begun in most cities 
and many country places. Why do chil- 
dren go to school? How many things 
are you learning? Ejight-year-old chil- 
dren have reading, spelling, singing, lan- 
guage, numbers, writing, drawing, story- 
telling, and other things to learn. Seven- 
year-old children learn some of these, 
and the six-year-olds are just starting. 
Do all of you like school and enjoy 
learning so many useful things? 

We have Sunday-school, ‘where we 
learn something different from the day- 
school books. The Bible is the best 
book in the world because it is full of 
God’s messages, and teaches the right 
way to live. It is the most wonderful 
story-book, too. I hope that every child 
will enjoy it, even more than day-school, 
and that you will try to be just as reg- 
ular and prempt in attendance as at day- 
school. Sunday-school is only once a 
week, and so short that no one can af- 
ford to miss it. To-day’s story tells 
about a gathering ‘long ago which was 
very much like a Bible school, only 
longer. 

Review. — After the walls of Jeru- 
salem were set up with their bars and 
gates, it was time for a great thanks- 
giving. Who remembers the name of 
the man who helped the people to re- 
build the wall? Was it an easy job? 
How did Nehemiah plan thé work? 
How did Sanballat and Tobiah try to 
stop it? How long did it take to finish 
the work? Who was their helper all of 
the time? Nehemiah said, We made our 
prayer unto our God. 
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Lesson for September 16 
Nehemiah 8 : 1-18 


Lesson Teaching. — There is joy in 
learning and remembering God’s Word. 
Lesson Story.—Soon after the wall of 
ga was finished Nehemiah and 
zra_ planned a_ great emnpring. 
which was~to last a week. The temple 
would not--be“large enough, ‘so a place 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Teaching Gods Laur 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class | 


It is a lesson first of all for us teachers. | 
Of course any lesson must instruct and 
refresh our own hearts before we can teach 
it effectively; but there are some significant 
things about this lesson we must get for 
ourselves, whether we succeed in passing 
them on or not. 

And the first is this: The pure, unadulter- 
ated, unaltered, uncommented-upon, un- | 
boosted, (scientifically) ungarnished Word of | 
God, —the Law of God, if you please, — has 
in it superhuman power to attract human 
hearts. “And all the people gathered them- 
selves together as one man” to hear it. 

As the bee to the clover blossom, be- 
cause the honey is there; as the foxhound 
to the mountain, because the game is there; 
as the needle to the pole, simply because it 
cannot help itself, so the thirsty soul of man, 
because God madge it so, senses its only sat- 
isfaction in God’s immutable Law. 

That Law may sound the doom of things 
held dear, it may strike the knell of cher- 
ished hopes, but at once it clears the atmos- 
phere and releases the spirit to soar in the 
higher altitudes of finer conceptions of life 
and its possibilities. And God fashioned the 
human heart for that experience. 

So let’s oftener fall back upon the power 
of the simple Word, “distinctly read,” and 
we may be surprised to find dull ears be- 
coming more “attentive” than they have 
been to some of our colorations. 

Note the process in the etchings: First, 
attracted. Second, intently listening. Third, | 
prostrated in humble acknowledgment. 
Fourth, the inevitable reaction of joy and 
feasting and the “sending of portions.” 

“For the joy of Jehovah is your strength!” 


Greensroro, N. C. 
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was chosen out of doors, inside the walls, 
near the water gate. A platform or 
pulpit of wood was made, where Ezra and 
his helpers could stand, so that the peo- 
ple could hear the reading of God's mes- 
sages. 

t was something like our Sunday- 
school, for men, women, and children 
came. Each morning Ezra read to them 
out of God’s law. When Ezra opened 
the book al! the ople stood. Ezra 
prayed and: asked God's blessing. Per- 
haps he said, O Lord, open thou our 
eyes that we may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. The people bowed 
their heads and worshiped as they said, 
Amen, Amen. 

Then the helpers who had been on 
the platform near Ezra went down 
among the people to teach and explain 
what Ezra had been reading. hey 
gave the sense and caused the people to 
understand God’s law. 

Some of the ay when they heard 
it, knew that they had done wrong and 
felt so ai | that they wept. Then Ne- 
hemiah said, Mourn not nor weep, for 
this day is holy unto the Lord. Go your 
way, eat the fat and drink the sweet, and 
make. an offering by sending portions 
unto them for whom nothing has been 
prepared. 

The people did so gladly, and there 
was great thanksgiving. They rejoiced 
most of all because they had learned 
and understood some of God's messages 
which had been read to them. 

But that was not all, for that was 
only the first day, and they were to 
celebrate for a whole week. Ezra found 
a place in God’s book where the people 
were commanded to make little booths 
out of branches and to live in them for 
a week. On the second day the people 
started for the woods to cut branches of 
olive, pine, myrtle, palm, and_ thick 
shade trees. What a happy time it was, 
and how the children must have en- 
joyed it too, for it was like a picnic or 
camping out as: they brought back the 
branches and built their little tree-tents 
on top of the flat rocks or in. the court- 
yards and streets. 

Everybody was to fix a place to live 
in, so as to. sleep out of doors for a 
week, There was very great gladness. 


| Every. morning Ezra read some. more 
| out of God’s law, and the people lis- 


tened joyfully. So for a week there was 
reading, teaching, feasting, camping, and 
rejoicing. At the week’s end there was 


| another holy day for prayer and praise. 


Copies of God’s law were too few 
for each family to have one, as we do 
now, but they found a good place to 
put away and keep some of God’s mes- 
sages. They learned them by heart, as 
we try to do, and they could’ say: Thy 
Word have I laid up in my heart. Each 
Sunday every child ought to do that, 


' and on weekdays, too. 


“Holy! Holy! Holy! 
Holy is the Lord! 
Holy is His dear Name! 
Holy is His Word!” 
(Carols, Leyda ‘Publishing Co., 
Iowa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 
Peoria, Itt. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The purpose of Ezra’s youth at 
work in his life. 


2. The appeal and the power of Bible 
study —tken and now. 











HE study of this lesson should be- 

gin with Ezra 7: 10— thé ‘statement 
that Ezra had set his heart to seek, to 
do, and to teach the law of Jehovah —- 
for here we find him about that very 
business, and most successful, too. The 
purpose of his youth was flowering in 
splerfdid action in his later life. Re- 
view his life, from his determination 
while an exile in Babylon to become a 
thorough scholar in the sacred Scrip- 
tures, his gathering a second band of 
Hebrews to return with him to- Judea. 
his work there as a reformer, up to the 
time of his co-operation with Nehe- 
miah,..in . their..plan_to .instruct..all. the 
people in the Scriptures. (1) 





Wapello, | 





| then insisted, only to be told repeatedly, 





Certain abuses and direct disobediences 
to God’s written Word were so generally 
practised at this time among these latel 
returned exiles that Ezra and Nehemia 
evidently concluded that only going back 
to the fundamentals would remedy the 
situation. Now, though there had been 
a school for the priests in Babylon, 
wherein they collected, copied, and 
studied their old, sacred writings as they 
had not done for many centuries before 
their exile (and Ezra, too, had doubtless 
studied there), nevertheless the mass of 
the people were ignorant of any exact 
knowledge of these old books, nor had 
they any copies of their own from which 
to study. (2) 

Few among them could read the old 
Hebrew language now, even if they had 
possessed the writings, so the widespread 
ignorance could only be remedied by 
reaching and teaching the masses on the 
part of the few who did have the neces- 
sary knowledge and the will to under- 
take the laborious task. And Ezra was 
the man God had prepared for this work, 
as indeed He always does meet a great 
need with a prepared individual. (3) 

The great rally, or mass meeting, was 
well planned, and is so clearly deseribed 
in this book of Nehemiah that every 
girl can quickly get. it for herself from 
the text of this lesson. Picture the 
scene accurately and note the marginal 
readings that show how painstaking was 
the teaching, in spite of the immense num- 
ber of learners. Where there is a pur- 
pose like Ezra’s there is also a way to 
carry it out, as Ezra did, no matter what 
the difficulties. (4) 


2. Now notice the deep appeal this 
teaching made to the hearts of the peo- 
ple, whose sins it promptly fotind out, 
for.the first result was grief, turned into 
rejoicing as their teachers assured them 
that “the joy of Jehovah was their 
strength,” when at last they understood 
the words that were declared unto them. 

The power of the Word is shown in 
their prompt obedience to its long-for- 
gotten precepts concerning the feasts, in 
their public confession of their sins and’ 
their covenant to keep God’s law as he 
had ordained it under Moses. (Read 
chapters 9 and 10.) Can you find any 
intimation in this book, in the mary 
allusions to Moses’ writings in Leviti- 
cus and Deuteronomy, that these books 
were of recent Babylonian origin, never 
before known or practised among the 
Jews, as the Higher Critics assert them 
to be? Nehemiah himself makes plain 
assertion that he is quoting God’s words 
to Moses (1:8, 9), found in Leviticus 
and Deuteronomy, a thing understood 
among his people from of old, not some 
recent writings from the exiled priests. It 
may be worth while_to give your girls 
this bit of inside evidence, for they will 
surely get the destructive criticism in 
their study at school. (5) 

The appeal: and the power of God’s 
Word, when it is taught as such, is as 
strong now as it was when Ezra so 
taught it, nor is it only among mature 
minds that it finds eager learners, for 
boys and girls love Bible study as surely 
as they once taste the real article. 

“Which one of your classes do you 
like best?” asked the girl who was sec- 
tetary of the big “Y. P.” conference, of 
almost every one on the grounds — that 
the faculty might get an inside view of 
their work. “Oh, Bible, of course,” was 
the almost universal answer, she re- 
ported. “But which one has really helped | 
you most—given you most to carry 
back home to work and live by?” she 


“Why, the Bible—lots the most.” In- 
deed, after a good, live Bible class any 
other subject seems to fall flat, as we 
all know who have tried to teach teacher- 
training courses. (6) 

“That sure is the truth about tempta- 
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in my own experience. Is it not work 


worth while? (7) 
Home Study 

Finish the book of Nehemiah to find 
out just what were the special sins of 
his time, and his treatment of them. Note 
his last word. 

Decatur, Ga, 
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From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

A frank and open class talk, by the 
class, about the importance and value 
of Bible study by boys. 








tion — like Jesus’ after his baptism. It’s 
already got me, right here at this con- 
ference!” And, “I never had thought | 
about Mary of Nazareth before as a} 
real girl, but now I never shall forget.” 
“The Bible has so many real people in 
it—they seem just like us, don’t they?” 
“Those Bible stories just go to the very 
cud of my heart,’ was the timid testi- 
mony of one gentle young girl. All of 
us who have ever tried Ezra’s work have 
heard testimonies to the appeal and 





power of the Word like these — the last 








ZRA read God’s law to the people, 

and “caused them to understand.” 
It will be a profitable hour indeed for 
your class if you can help the boys to 
‘understand” the Word and give them 
a new appreciation of the Bible as a 
divinely-inspired message to the world 
to-day.. 

To give a really filled-up recitation 
hour on Bible reading, prepare a set 
of questions that will help bring the 
boys’ ideas to the surface. A few are 
suggested here. Write them on separate 
slips, and pass them around in advance. 
Or make enough copies of the whole 
list so that each boy can have a full set; 
then let each member, in turn, recite on 
the one that interests him most. 

How much time do you think ought 
to be given to Bible reading, out of the 
busy lives of people in 1922? Enough, 
at least, to give a boy the same work- 
ing knowledge of the Book that he would 
expect to get from a study of history, 
mathematics, or science. What wand 
the boys think of any one who tried to 
build a radio set from an instruction 
book, but who looked at the book only 
once in a while, and’then for only a page 
or so picked at random? Bible reading 
must be thorough and prayerful. 

In just what way is the Bible differ- 
ent, to you, from any other book? In 
the answers to this one, you may get 
some valuable glimpses of the inner 
thoughts of boys who ordinarily do not 
speak frankly. Watch for such glimpses, 
and pray for leadership to use wisely 
the opportunities they open up. 

What are some of the greatest bene- 
fits that busy fellows in school, and 
busy grown-ups at work, can get from 
regular Bible reading? Make up your 
own list in advance, but let the boys 
name theirs first: inspiration, confidence, 
courage, wisdom, strength, guidance, and 
many others, all vitally important. 

Would it be worth while paying the 
price of seeming “old-fashioned and 
queer” to carry a small Testament in 
your pocket and read it in your spare 
moments, even though they happened to 
be spent in street cars or other public 
places? Emphatically yes, for’ entirely 
aside from the spiritual help- that would 
come to the reader there is always the 
possibility that in this simple act of wit- 
nessing for the Master some onlooker 
may be reached and touched, all un- 
known to ourselves, whom God had 
chosen to approach through us in just 
that way and at just that time. 

Have a boy ready with 1 Samuel 2: 
30, and see whether the class think the 
last part of that verse refers to “hon- 
oring” God in just such ways as this. 
Unless you already have a branch of 
the Pocket Testament League in your 
class, this might be a splendid time to 
start one. Get a boy used to the “feel” 
of the little Book in his coat, and he 
will not feel quite safe without it there. 
What is the real cOnnection between 
Bible study and prayer? Why are both 
necessary to the well-developed Chris- 
tian life? Of course the boys will agree 
promptly that both are necessary; get 
them to say exactly why they think so, 
because that will be another incentive to 
the boys themselves to practise both 
more faithfully. 

What influence would be excited upon 
the life of a nation if all its people had 
regular habits of Bible study? Let your 
class imagine all the boys in America de- 
veloping into Bible readers now: ask 
them what would happen in the nation’s 
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history when those boys grew up into 
men. Have some one ready with God's 
promise to such a government (Psa. 33: 


12). 

What personal help have you received 
through carrying and reading your Bible 
regularly? Probably you wal, not have 
many answers to this one, but those you 
do get will come frankly, showing the 
heart within, and giving you an opening 
for that between-Sundays personal touch 
that is the real secret of effective Chris- 
tian work with boys. 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) _ 


Is “gift” the right word to apply to 
money or other jm we contribute 
toward Christian work? Why? 

What is the real 1922 meaning of 
“tithes”? (3: 10.) 

What other things beside money do 
you think could be included in “tithes 
and offerings”? 

Do you think the remarkable extra 
blessings that verses 10-12 describe do 
really come nowadays to those who de- 
vote a certain, definite part of their in- 
come to God’s work? Why? 

In what ways can people “rob” God 
(v. 8) in 1922? 

Hupson, Onto, 





(’ The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





September 17. Getting an Education. Prov. 
9 : I-11. 

September 24. How Can We Help Foreign 
Mission Work? Isa. 6: 1-8. (Missionary 
meeting.) 

October 1. Better Work. Rom. 12: 9-11. 
(Consecration meeting. Rally Day sug- 


gested.) 
October 8 The Folly of Procrastination. 
Eccl. 9 : 10. 


Sunday, September 10 


God’s Commands and Our Obedience 
(Psa. 119: 33-40) 


Mon.—Practical Commands. (Exod. 20 : 1-17). 
How wonderful to have a God who loves 
us enough to be jealous of our affection 


and to want to be first in our hearts! | 


Surely he has a right to dictate what is 
best for us. 

Tues.—Blessings of Obedience (Matt. 19 17, 
27-30). No one was ever saved by keep- 
ing the unkeepable commandments, but 
Jesus has never failed to keep his prom- 
ise of present and future joy to those who 
forsake all to follow him. 

Wed.— Command to Love (Deut. 10 : 1-22). 
(See verse 12.) “Christ rightly known is 
most surely Christ beloved. No sooner 
do we discern his excellencies, behold his 
glories, and partake of his bounties than 
our heart is at once moved with love 
towards him.’’—Spurgeon, 

Thurs.—Seeking God’s Will (Rom. 12:1, 2). 
“Humble, sincere, and faithful lovers of 
the Lord are not content with words — 
they must be doing the will of their Mas- 
ter . . . although compelled by no force 
but that of love.” 

Fri.—Obedience Imperative (Jer. 7 : 21-28). 
“Every one of us is a temple of God, in 
which God will dwell and work mightily 
on one condition— absolute surrender to 
him. God claims it, God is worthy of it, 
and without it God cannot work his blessed 
work in us.”—Murray. 

Sat.—Joy of Obedience (1 
“Directly we put the government of our 
lives, down to their simplest details, into 
the hands of the Lord Jesus, then we 
enter into his own infinite peace. ‘In me 
ye shall have peace.’”—F. B. Meyer. 


HINK of our first parents waiting 

for the cool of the day when their 
Father walked and talked with them in 
the Garden. He who was all-wise, all- 
loving, and the source of their life had 
the right to direct them and to expect 
loving and glad obedience. The mo- 
ment they disobeyed Him they put up a 
barrier between their sinful selves and 
their Father’s blessing and fellowship, 
and brought upon their posterity the hor- 
rors of sin.g But God made a way back 
to his love and his eternal garden by 
obedience to his plan of the sacrifice, 
which ever spoke of the coming “Lamb 





'“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with| small but valuable booklet their most 





| 


| self, or some other man. 
John 3 : 21-24). 
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of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 

The second Adam, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, did not fail in the matter of obe- 
dience, but said, “I do always the will 
of my Father. . Not my will, but 
thine be done.” “He became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross, 
soanpoare God also hath highly exalted 
im.” 

Our Heavenly Father, to whom we 
owe obedience, has anointed the Lord 
gpene Christ, his Son, to be our King. 

e has proved his perfect love by his 
death for us upon the cross and the 
daily joy of his sustaining grace. His) 
great commandment is: “Abide in me.” | 
Andrew Murray says: “If, you are not 
willing to sacrifice time to get alone with 
Him, and to give him time every da 
to work in you, and to keep up the link , 
of connection between you and himself, | 
he cannot give you that blessing of ad 
unbroken fellowship. Jesus Christ asks | 
ou to live in close communion with) 
him. Let every heart say: ‘O Christ, 
it is this I long for, it is this I choose.’ 
And he will ghadly give it you.” 


What is God’s greatest command? 
Tell why.—Christ has answered thus: 








all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and | 
with all thy mind.” Only in returning 
God’s love can we find joy. | 


Why does obedience bring joy?—| 
The girl who obeyed His “Love not the 
world, neither the things of the world”; 

y giving up worldly pleasures, experi- | 
enced for the first time a manifestation 
of the reality of Christ’s presence and 
love. Put him first and know joy for 
the first time! 


How may we develop the spirit of 
obedience ?—“You can serve God with 
pleasure only when you serve him with- 
out reservation. From the moment that 
you have made him the entire master 
of your heart, hope and confidence and 
joy will spring up in the depth of your 
soul.”—Massilon. 

Norwoop, OuxI0. 


—_ 





Children at Home 








Sir Henry Asks the Meaning 
of a Hard Word 


By Sir Patriarch 


66 HAT does that word ‘exegesis’ 

mean, which I hear you uSe every 
now and then?” asked Sir Henry Long- 
lash of his father. 

“The interpretation of a passage of 
Scripture, I should say,” said his father. 
“When the Lord sent the evangelist 
Philip to’ meet the. Secretary of the 
Treasury of Ethiopia, who was reading 
‘the prophet Esaias,’ as he sat in his 
chariot, Philip said to him, ‘Understand- 
est thou what thou readest?’ And the 
man said, ‘How can I, except some man 
should guide me?’ You know the Scrip- 
ture that this great man was reading 
was the Fifty-third: chapter of Isaiah, 
which you and the Chevalier Bonhomme 
Richard memorized not very long ago. 
This seeker after truth wanted to know 
whether the One who was ‘led as a sheep 
to the slaughter’ was the prophet him- 


“And when ‘Philip opened his mouth, 
and ‘began at the same Scripture, and 
preached unto him Jesus,’ Philip gave 
him the ‘exegesis’ of. that wonderful 
passage.” 

A few days after this when the Little 
Knight was arising one morning, he 
called to his dog from the window. 
Coming back to his father a little later, 
he said: 

“Dad, I called Bingo out of this sec- 
ond-story window, and he looked all 
around on a dead level, but did not have 
sense enough to look up and listen to 
my voice. Now God calls to us out of 
the skies sometimes, and we don’t have 
sense enough to look up and listen. Is 
that a ‘exegesis’ ?” 

“If it is not one, it is the next thing 
to it,” answered his father. 

And when Sir. Henry Longlash and 





| of the Hour (By J.Gregory Mantle, D.D.). 


his father met the latter’s old pastor at 
Charlotte, N. C., but who is now one of 
the faculty of Washington and Lee Uni- 
versity, at Montreat, the Southern Pres- 
byterian Bible Conference center, and 
was telling him about Sir Henry’s ques- 
tion, he said, catching the little boy by 
the shoulders, and looking down into 
his blue eyes: 

“The word, my son, comes from two 
Greek words, ex, meaning ‘out of,’ and 
agein, ‘to lead’ or ‘to conduct,’ and it 
means to go in and conduct the mean- 
ing out of a Bible passage.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 





With the New Books 











F Above’ All (By Charles H. 
Welch).—A very suggestive booklet call- 
ing especial attention to the distinctive 
ministry of Paul after Israel as a na- 
tion had been set aside. The writer 
compels thought even when he does not 
command agreement, and all serious 
Bible students will do well to give this 


earnest and thorough attention. They 
will probably be surprised to find a 
number of things which they have never 
seen before, and will then be compelled 
to ask whether or not they are true. 
(F. P. Brininger, ss Hereford Road, 
Wanstead E 11, London, 6d; post free, 


74.) 
The Counterfeit Christ and Other 
Sermons. Old Truths and the Problem 


Dr. Mantle is teacher of Eschatology 
and Pauline Theology at the Missionary 
Institute, Nyack-on-Hudson, New York. 
The masterly virility exhibited in these 
eleven sermons, their searching schol- 
arship, their utter Scripturalness, make 
them decidedly refreshing. The first 
sermon, “The Counterfeit Christ,” is a 
lucid, thorough, comprehensive study of 
the Antichrist, a subject that most peo- 
ple know hardly anything about. Here 
we have presented and discriminatingly 
expounded all that the Bible has to say 
upon the theme. This one sermon is 
worth much more than the cost of the 
book. The next sermon, “The Tragedy 
of the Universe” —sin—is nourishing 
nutrition and energizing tonic for these 
spiritually weak and morally | flabby 
times. ere is one comment: “Man 
calls sin an accident, God calls it an 
abomination. Man calls it a blunder, 
God calls it a blindness. Man calls it a 
chance, God calls it a choice. Man calls 
it a defect, God calls it a disease. Man 
calls it an error, God calls it an enormity. 
Man calls it a fascination, God calls it 
a fatality. Man calls it an heredity, 
God calls it a habit. Man calls it an 
incident, God calls it an inclination. Man 
calls it an infirmity, God calls it an in- 
iquity. Man calls it a luxury, God calls 
it a leprosy. Man calls it a liberty, God 
calls it a lawlessness. Man calls it a 
mistake, God calls it a madness. Man 
calls it a peccadillo, God calls it a poi- 
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son. Man calls it a relapse, God calls it 
a rebellion. Man calls it a slip, God/| 
calls it a suicide. Man calls it a trifle, 
God calls it a tragedy. Man calls it a 
thoughtlessness, God calls it a thraldom. | 
Man calls it a weakness, God calls it a| 
wickedness.” The rest of the discourses 
are kin to the first two. (The Christian | 
Alliance Publishing Co., 3611 Fourteenth 
Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., $1.50.) 


Popular Commentary of the Bible: 
New Testament: Vol. I. Matthew to 
Acts (By Paul E. Kretzmann, D.D.).— 
One of the most striking testimonies to 
the divine character of the Bible is the 
number of commentaries that continue 
to pour forth from the press, dealing 
with its books and subjects. No other 
work could elicit all this attention, and 
it can be said without hesitation that 
there are few commentaries which do 
not convey some new, fresh, and sug- 
gestive ideas of the Word of God. The 
present work is written by a leading 
Lutheran, and although even within the 
Lutheran Church the range of literature 
on the Bible is remarkable, it is never- 
theless remarked that the Lutheran 
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tary is doing something unusual. This 
is rightly described as “a popular com- 
mentary,” for it is not scientific or criti- 
cal; its aims are practical and it is in- 
tended for the people with the object of 
opening to them the wonderful treasures 
of God’s wisdom, in order that: they 
might accept, rejoice in, and follow the 
fulness of: divine truth. And yet while 
popular, the commentary is thoroughly 
scholarly, and Dr. Kretzmann claims to 
reproduce the theology and religion of 
the great Luther. It is at once im- 
pressive and encouraging that while ra- 
tionalism has “outraged the Bible” with- 
in the Lutheran Church in other lands, 
there is practically no trace of this virus 
in the Lutheranism of the United States. 
This commentary is thoroughly true to 
the supernatural teaching of the New 
Testament, and is based on the soundest 
believing scholarship. It is. impossible 
to £0 into detail in regard to it. It must 
sufice to say that it consists of nearly 
seven hundred quarto pages, and in ad- 
dition to the commentary itself, there 
are no fewer than’ twenty-eight special 
articles, dealing with important tdpics 
in the Gospels and Acts. This is a 
book to be thoroughly recommended, 
and so far as can be seen, it will meet 
and more than meet the needs of ordi- 
nary Christian people. Those who are on 
the lookout for a commentary, at once 
brief and yet clear and ample for all 
practical purposes, should give special 
attention to this admirable new venture. 
(Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
$4.50, postpaid.) 


Graded Bible Stories, Book One and 
Book Two (By William James Mutch, 
Ph.D.).—The growing concern over lax 
moral standards among young people 
has created a demand for some sys- 
tematic religious training for children. 
Dr. Mutch plans a ‘course to cover eight 
grades, two to a. volume, the first. two 
of which, ——— four grades from 
eight to ten years of age, are now ready. 
The text-books are for the teacher's, 
not the pupil’s use. Every parent is 
also urged to possess them, as well as 
the same author’s book, “Oral Religious 
Training.” Kent’s Shorter Bible is rec- 
ommended as eminently satisfactory. Dr. 
Mutch is highly lauded in Introductions 
by Henry F. Cope and Professor O’Shea 
for a new approach to Bible study which 
will make it interesting and valuable to 
children, a treatment which finds the 
Bible a story-book and not a history. 

The material is arranged by themes: 
Stories about sheep, flowers, babies, 
caves,.trees, and the like, are grouped 
together and reviewed as a unit. They 
are very brief; in the first two grades 
two minutes will suffice for the telling. 
Some of them seem to be too abstruse 
for little minds to justify the high ped- 
agogic value claimed for the course, and 
it is indeed a remarkable nine-year-old 
whose attention can be held, for instance, 
by 2 Timothy 1:3-6. Dr. Mutch ad- 


(Continued on the next page) 
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“Best by Test” 
WRITE 
DE LONG FURNITURE CO. 


Dept.—S. 5. T. 
Witherspoon Building, Phila., Pa. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, lables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, jerivite- tice: | 
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Individual Communion Cups 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 

CATALOG with quotations sent. upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St, ROCHESTER, N. ¥ 


BRONZE “eters 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


Cuticura Soap 
—Is Ideal for—— 


The Complexion 


, Ointment, Talcum. where. Forsam 
a eariaa Outhenss Labecttocion Daye 



































The Strategic Value of Prayer 


By the REV. GORDON WATT, M.A. 
(Speaker at a 1922 Victorious Life Conference) 


CHAPTERS ON 
The Cross as the Basis of Prayer 
The Conflict, Its Perils and Spoils 
Partnership with the Holy Spirit 
The Call to Prayer 
The Great Essentials in Prayer 
The Imperatives of Prayer 
The Strategy of Prayer- 





Trenchant thoughts : 


Real prayer is work—not mere words. 
Itis a power and effectual with God. . . To 
be most effectual it must be focused on 
definite specific objects. 


25 cents, postpaid. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 


a 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. } 
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(Continued from the preceding page) 


vises the teacher to give the “miracle 
stories” just as they are written, and if 
questions arise about them in these 
ee ‘to say simply, “No one knows.” 

e believes that “such” stories are com- 
mon in the ancient writings of all races.” 
In Genesis the teacher “must distin- 
guish sharply between teaching a story 
as such and the teaching of history or 
philosophy.” 

‘The author’s personal approach to our 
Lord Jesus Christ is concisely revealed 
in the following typical sentence: “Jesus 
had no children of his own, and he was, 
»no doubt the greatest lover of little chil- 
dren in the ancient world.” He is thus | 
at times in considerable difficulty with | 
his lesson material, a difficulty which | 
one infers will increase in the higher 
grades. The lessons illustrate certain 
ethical ideals, but religiously, as_ well 
as pedagogically, they are inferior to 
most of the standard Sunday-school les- 
son helps. (George H. Doran, New 
York, $1.25 each, net.) 








For Family Worship | 


| 

By the | 
Great Commission Prayer League | 
| 

| 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Cradled Within God’s Will” 


OD’S laws constitute the expression 
of his will, and to be “cradled” | 
within his will through love of God 
himself, is to be nourished in the very 
heart of God. A quarter of a century 
ago the following -verses, entitled, “A 
Summer Butterfly,” by. Mary A. Lath- 
bury, were widely published, and under 
God were blessed to thousands: 
Unfold thy wing, 
Thou trembling, radiant thing, 
Slow breaking, like an Amazonian flower, 
To life and light in this thy natal hour. 
Thou needst not fear the sun’s eye, nor the 
doom 
Of infinite air above thee. 
Unto thy home. 


Thou art come 


Give to the air 
Thy life without a care! 
Rise — but thou canst -not rise! 
wing — 
Torn in thy struggle to be free, poor thing! 
Makes thee a prisoner still. Couldst thou 
not wait | 
Until his hand who fixed thy low estate } 
Unbarred the gate? | 


A broken 





My soul, lie still, | 
Cradled within God’s will, 





Perhaps this two-leaved book, all deftly} 
wrought | 
Like a fair missal, bears the Lord’s own! 
thought | 
And message to Thee. Read the rent page| 
through; 


“Be still, till He who maketh all things new 
Hath made thee too!” 


September 4 to 10 


Mon.—Nehemiah 8 : 1-12. 
Teaching the Law of God. 
Ponder and make application: “All 
gathered as ovie man” (v. 1); “men and 
women” (v. 2);.“all were attentive” (v. 
3); “all answered, Amnten, Amen” (v. 
6); “Caused the people to understand” 
(v. 7); “they read distinctly” (v. 8). 
Point out other significant expressiOns. 
How many are -true to-day? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Church at large’ and all its manifold in- 
terests and activities; for all Sunday~ 
school associations, local, township, 
county, district, state, provincial, na- 
tional, and international; for all young 
people’s organizations, and for every ag- 
gressive movement against Satan’s do- 
minions. 


Tues.—Psalm 19 : 7-14. The Law of God. 


Do you know of any human law that 
is “perfect,” “sure,” “right,” “pure.” 
“clean,” “true and righteous altogether,’ 
“more to be desired than gold.” “sweeter 
than honey”? Not only God’s ways, 
| but his very thoughts, are as much higher 
| than man’s as the heavens are higher 
| than the earth. (See Isaiah 55: 8-11.) 


(Continued on the next page) 
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You Should Honor 
These Christian Scholars 
Sunday, October First 


Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration 


N A SMALL room in the Bible House in New York, on October 4th, 1872, there 
met a group of earnest Christian scholars called together for the purpose of giv- 
ing the Christian world a modern, accurate, authentic translation of the Bible. Not 
that the most generally used and accepted version, that translated under the author- 
ity of King James, had outlived its usefulness—far from it—but that important dis- 
coveries had shed much added light and had cleared up many uncertainties of lan- 


guage used in former versions: 





Thirty-two of 
America’s Biblical 








fortunate in having at their command for trans 


These men, thirty-two in all, known as the American 
Committee of Revision, headed by the late Philip Schaff, 
D.D., LL.D., as President, approached their task with 
the peculiar enthusiasm of those whose only reward lies 


on, for 


the first time, three sacred manuscripts of comparatively recent discovery— the Sinai- 


tic, the Alexandrian, and the Vatican, 


It has been ‘left to time itself, perhaps, to give recognition to the work of this little 
band of American scholars, and thus it is that we, in this later generation, have the 





Honor yourselves 
by honoring them 











ever increasing number of pulpits? 


privilege of comm emorating in a fitting way the splendid 
work of these men. 
the memory of the men who have given us a translation 
of Holy Scripture which is in use by practically every 
periodical devoted 
University, Seminary, Y. M.C:A., 
No translation of the Bible has ever approached 


Shall we not therefore do honor to 


to Bible study, in every College, 
Y.W.C.A., in an 


the American Standard in accuracy, clarity of language, beauty of diction, authen- 
ticity, rapidity of acceptance by the clergy, by scholars, institutions of learning, and 


Christians generally. 


| 

| 

Scholars in the joy of a great achievement. They were fovetiod’y 
ati 


In honoring the men who gave us this priceless Book of 


Books, we honor the Book and we do honor to ourselves. 





Every Sunday 
School and Church 
should participate 











The date of the nation-wide celebration is Wednesday, 
October 4th, and for that event there has been prepared 
a program of historical interest and of inspiration. Every 
Sunday School and Church should set apart either that 
evening or a part of the Sunday service on October Ist. 
Copies of this specially prepared program may be had 


on application to 


American Bible Celebration Committee 
GRAHAM PATTERSON, Chairman. 


Division S, Room 94 





BIBLE HQUSE, NEW YORK 








How I Know God Answers Prayer 


A new book by Rosalind (Mrs. Jonathan) Goforth, missionary in China since 1888. Mrs. Goforth 
knows because she has proved it—from guidance in the smallest details of life to deliverance in life and 


death struggles. 
$1.25, postpaid. 


An intimate and wonderful record reminding one of the life of George Mueller, 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





How to Live 
the Victorious Life 


A New Book by an Unknown Christian 
SOME OF THE CHAPTERS: 


Is It Possible? 
Can “ Little” Sins be Conquered? 
How Sin is Overcome 
How to Enter In 
Buried with Christ 
Real Victory and False 
Not Sinless Perfection 
The Perils of This Life 
“ Highest” Criticism 
Days of Heaven on Earth 


The “Unknown Christian,’’on the authority 
of God’s own Word, proclaims the glorious 
fact that Victory may and ought te mark the 
daily life and witness of God's children, and 
he shows how that abiding triumph may be 











yours and mine. And to the facts of Scripture, 


the author adds the testimony of his own per- 
sonal experience. The fifteen chapters en- 
deavor to reveai the helps and the hindrances 
which a seeker after the Victorious Life should 
know. 

Those who are longing to ‘‘enter in’ will 
welcome the intimately personal and practical 
messages of this remarkable new book, and 
those who have themselves experienced the 
blessings of Victory will want to read it and 
pass it on to others. 


143 pages, 75 cents, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Philadelphia, August 26, 1922 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Statcs and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. ' 
$ 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
e separate addresses or in a 


package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
Please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Rio Centennial Cruise (inc 

the West Indies). nao dave. § Feb. 3, 1 

on new 8.8. “Reliance”. Visits West 
Indies, Panama, Venezuela, Brazil, Rio 
de Janeiro and the Cen Expo- 
sition. Rates $750 up 
MMogicorcences ning 9 65 delight- 

on the S. 4 


) be the Azores, Medes, 
ng [ 
braltar — Naples, 
Holy Monte 
Sy pee 10, 1923 
2 Cruises Round-the-World. -125 
days of fascinating travel. visiting 
Havana, wie Francisco 
— Japan, (14 da (14 s), China, Pri 
boanga, Jav va Ne ware). [nee In 
tt yi 


“Volendam” Jan. 9 andé,'23. $100.00 
Write for Illustrated Booklets 
Raymond & Whitcomb Co. 
22a Beacon Street, Boston 


PCC 
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We can get 


YOUR SCHOOL BACK 


to Regular Attendance and Punctuality 
We can 


Increase Your Membership 
We can 


Make Your Offerings Larger 
Write us Now for Information 
Send for our catalog of Rally: Day Plans 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM COMPANY 
1416 Vesey Street, New York, N. Y. 

















ISCRIMINAT 
Rally Day Supplies 


The School that thinks anything of itself 
will give Rall ay the most thought- 
ful and prayerful consideration, To in- 
sure a successful Rally Day write for 
our Budget listing our five new Cards 
and Button and the great service ‘ — 
True,”” by C. Harold Lowden. A posta 
card request will do. 


“ The wisest cent you ever spent”’ 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 
Philadelphia 








Penna. 











PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


$1.00 Down and $1.00 ®"...,, 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, lll 














S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR"@\e 
is only $1.00 for a whole yeaar—LESS THAN ? 
a lesson 


Don't miss it! Marion Lawrance says: ‘“There 
is no other I like as well.” Sample copy ree. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


Ugiversity Bible Courses 
At home. Spare time. Enroll now. Best books. Finest 
Courses. Hundreds studying. Circulars. Write, Prof 
Cc. J. BURTON, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 





please 


When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sundav School Times. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
law-making agencies, ecclesiastical, po- 
litical, educational, industria!, and social. 
Pray that wisdom from above be granted 
to all legislative and ‘governing bodies. 
Pray for all who are in authority, that 
my may rule in the love and fear of 

od, 


Wed.—2 Timothy 3:14 to 4:4. 
The Law Inspired. 
When Paul wrote, there was no New 
Testament as we have it to- day 
therefore when he declared “all io 
ture” to be inspired, he meant ‘ ‘the law, 
the prophets, and the writings” of the 
Old Testament. Almost every writer in 
the Bible testifies to its divine inspira- 
tion. (If you have “The Niagara Arti- 
cles of Faith,” read Article I.) 


Prayer SuGcestions: Praise God for 
the following paragraph quoted from the 
Watchman-Examiner by the Literary Di- 
gest a few weeks ago (May 13): “We 
give it as our deliberate opinion that the 
new emphasis which has been given to 
the ‘fundamentals’ has been the greatest 
blessing that has come to our denomina- 
tion [Baptist] in the past quarter of a 
century.” 


Thurs.—Psalm 119:1-8. Keeping the Law. 


The Law’s requirement : “Do and 
live.” The Gospel’s requirement: “Look 
and live.” “Work,” said the former; 
“To him that worketh not, but believeth,” 
says the latter. Only one man -ever 
pleased God by “keeping the law” per- 
fectly, and it is only as we are in that 
One that we can please God. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
after-results of all recent summer con- 
ferences and conventions. Pray for 
every believer who has taken advanced 
ground. Pray for all others who heard 
but who heeded not. Pray for all Sep- 


| tember open-air and tent campaigns. 


| the captives, 


| to enable 


Fri—Psalm 78:1-8. Teaching the Children. 


One of the saddest things in the ome- 
life of multitudes of Christians is the 
failure of parents to properly control 
and properly teach their children. A 
generation is growing up almost entirely 
ignorant of the Bible. Let us never for- 
get that looseness breeds lawlessness, 
and lawlessness breeds licentiousness and 
death. 


PrAyYER SuccEstions: Pray for eve ry 
Christian home everywhere. Pray 
greater parental faithfulness in hing 
and teaching the Word of God. Pray 
for every home in your community, and 
for each member of the family in your 
own home, Pray for the 100,000 homes 
of our Sunday chool Times family. 


Sat.—Luke 4: 16-21. 
The Great Teacher at Work. 

Christ came not “to be ministered 
unto, but to minister” (Matt. 20: 28), to 
the poor, the broken-hearted, the. cap- 
tives, the blind, the bruised. We are 
likewise commissioned, but are we all 
“anomted”? Verses 28 and 29 show that 
when the Great Teacher began to work, 
the devil also began. He still does, but 
there is deliverance (v. 30). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
pastors and other Christian leaders and 
workers. Ask for the anointing of the 
Spirit upon every.member of the body 
of Christ, yourself included. Ask God 
you to minister freely and 
wisely to.the poor, the broken-hearted, 
the blind, the bruised of 


| your own church and community, 
| Sun.—Psalm 119 : 97-105. Love for the Law. 


12 3). 





The Old Testament emphasized love 
for the law; the New Testament for the 
Law Giver (John 14: 15-24; 1 John 5: 
No man outside of Christ can 
“keep the law” or “do his command- 
ments.” Outside | of Christ his com- 
mandments are “grievous”; in Christ 
they are life itself, and all “legalism” 
vanishes. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that this 
may be a day of salvation to many souls. 
If your own pastor, or church, or 
church officials, are backslidden, pray 
much for them, and get others to join 
you, Don’t backbite or criticize. Prayer 
is far more effective than criticism. Pray! 


and- 
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Rally Day Requisites 


-—-1922— J 
(A Postal Card Request Will Bring Complete Circular) 








. INVITATION POSTCARDS 
Departmental Designs and Wording —Lithographed in Full Colors 


20 cente a dozen, or $1.25 a 100—assorted as desired,—postpaid 





Departmental Cards 


WITH 
‘PRINTED INVITATION 
Nos. 821 and 827 
Cradle Roll and Beginners 
No. 836, Rebus 
Beginners, Primary and Juniors 
Nos. 822 and 828 
Primary Department 
No. 823 No. 824 
Junior Girls Junior Boys 
No, 829 
General Junior Inyitation 
No. 825 
Intermediate and Seniors 
No. 826 
Invitation suitable for general 
school use 
Nos. 830-A and 830-C 
Invitation cards for schools 


having ‘ ‘ Reopening Day,"’ 
instead of *‘ Rally Day"’ 


PLEASE ORDER BY NUMBER * 





No. 825 





No. 830-C 











PROM OFt ION CERTIFICATES : 


A SERIES of six appro- 
priately designed cer- 







National Line tificates for the different 
Promotion, Certificates departments of the school, 
printed in full colors on 

66 cents a dozen, postpaid best grade art stock. 


No. 700. Cradle Roll Certificate (New). No. 703. Primary to Junior. | 
No. 701. Cradle Roll Promotion io Beginners. No. 704. Junior to Intermediate. 
No. 702. Beginners te Primary. No. 705. Intermediate to Senior. 








THE WESTMINSTER PRESS : 


Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 


New York, 156 Fifth Avenue 
Chicage, 125 N. Wabash Avenue 
Atlanta (Colored), 200 Auburn Avenue. 


Cincinnati, 420 Elm Street St. Louis, 411 N. Tenth Street 
Nashville, 711 Church Street San Francisco, 278 Post Street 
P:ttsburgh. Granite Buiiding, Sixth Avenue and Wood Street 








